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This Month 


Review 


last Satellite government introduce Mos- 
cow’s loudly-publicized New Course was Poland. 
Echoing his Communist colleagues other parts 
the Iron Curtain area, Premier Bierut told Party 
Central Committee session that the main task 
raise the national living standard—that less em- 
phasis must placed heavy industrialization 
and more agriculture and consumer production. The promises sounded familiar but the 
actual program outlined Bierut was far less radical than the policy announced earlier 
Hungary. Industrial targets have not been lowered and sweeping promises have 
been made the peasantry with regard reducing taxes and delivery quotas slow- 
ing down the pace collectivization. The new plan provides for percent rise the 
living standard and percent increase agricultural production. However, the over- 
all program compared with the goals outlined for 1955 the original Six Year Plan 
(1950), apparent that neither farm nor living standard targets will reached. 


Underway for four months, the New Course Hungary has been hampered internal 
Party opposition and the indiffedence and confusion economic officials. speech 
the Central Committee the Hungarian Comunist Party, Matyas Rakosi tried assure 
belligerent Party members that the government had not abandoned its earlier goals. This 
did performing ideological gymnastics—claiming that the new course was not new 
but merely purer form the Party’s original policy. Rakosi then revealed that the Party 
had been severely criticized some members for “rightist deviation” (switching emphasis 
from industry agriculture) and that chaos reigned middle well lower Party 
echelons. Rakosi declared that any program help improve worker conditions was hardly 
departure from Communist goals and called upon the Party stop its wrangling, 


tighten its ranks, and follow the line laid down Premier Nagy his July inauguration 
speech. 


The Central Committee meetings both Hungary and Poland decided that Party Con- 
gresses will held the near future and that elections new Party functionaries will 


take place. The turnover personnel clearly intended implement the New Course 
the Satellite area. 


line with this course, Czechoslovak Communists attempted promote the picture 
regime benevolence toward farmers reducing kolkhoz debts. The decree,. which 
affects independent farmers only insofar they are granted easier credit terms, made 
obvious that kolkhoz farmers are favored over individual farmers, and that the gov- 
ernment has way abandoned the goal collectivization. 


The New Course Romania took its own special route, with current propaganda 
focussed carrying out the autumn sowing and peasant fulfillment delivery quotas 
and arrears. “Steady consolidation and further development” collectivized agriculture 
remained careful part the program. The Romanian regime further implemented its 
concessionary policy merging all departments dealing with food production and dis- 


tribution into one Ministry, enabling the government exercise closer control over con- 
sumer supplies. 
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interesting sidelight the operation the New Course, and possible clue 
its continuance, was contained recent agreement between Romania and the North 
Korean Communists whereby Romania will contribute gratuitously machines, industrial 
equipment, technical advice and raw materials promote the economic recovery and in- 
dustrialization plans the North Koreans. 


the political front, Romanian Communists continued their gradual the 
government—a process which has occurred simultaneously with propaganda about the New 
Course. less than two months, eight ministers have been removed from their posts. 
The new ministers are “old guard” Communists who have played far more significant roles 
the Party’s history than the men they replaced. The appointment Party trustworth- 
ies indicates need tighten administration and proceed high rate efficiency. 


This need confirmed press articles top-Communists condemning inefficiency all 
government branches. 


While announcing its “conciliatory program,” the Polish regime continued attack the 
Catholic Church. Following the removal Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski, the Communists 
arrested the acting Bishop Olsztyn, Msgr. Wojciech Zink, and created new pro-regime 
Cathclic organization cooperate with the government the National Front. Msgr. 
Zink’s arrest was probably connected with the Polish Bishops’ May protest Bierut 
which was mentioned that Msgr. Zink had been severely persecuted for his work 
the Western Territories. offset the impression Communist persecution the Church, 
the government permitted Msgr. Antoni Pawlowski take over his post Bishop 


Wloclawek. Msgr. Pawlowski was appointed the Holy See 1951, but was not allowed 
take office until now. 


Attacks continue launched not only against the Catholic Church but also against 
the West. Czechoslovakia, the campaign against Western federation plans has been 
vigorously intensified. prevent ratification the European Defense Community, and 
mitigate the psychological effects the political emigration’s federation plans for 
future free Central and Eastern Europe, the Communists have directed barrage in- 
vective against Czechoslovak emigres, Radio Free Europe, and policy West Ger- 
many and Western Europe. The Prague government has denounced plans unify 
Europe attempt deprive the affected national independence. They in- 
sist that inclusion West Germany into the European Defense Community would 
fatal Germany’s neighbors but that the promotes this aspect revive the Nazi 
Wehrmacht and embark program world conquest. Although the Communists 
describe themselves the guarantors national sovereignty and world peace, evi- 
dent that the captive peoples doubt this, and that the progress Western federation plans 
seriously frightens the Kremlin. 


While general anti-West propagand continues, the Bulgarian government has made 
serious efforts improve its relations with its Balkan neighbors. Following Premier 
Chervenkov’s September overtures members the Balkan Pact, Bulgaria, Greece and 
Turkey signed agreement Athens establishing uniform freight rates for goods 
shipped rail through the three countries. the same time, Bulgarian and Greek 
representatives met Paris discuss the resumption diplomatic relations. These 
negotiations represent the Bulgarian government’s desire strengthen its position the 


Balkans and weaken what considers the dangerous implications the Balkan 
Pact. 


That the overall scheme Communist propaganda had not changed essentially was 
revealed celebrations friendship months with the Soviet Union various captive 
countries. The usual eulogies the USSR and Soviet leadership were prominent features 


the ceremonies, and the “glorious benefits Communism” were extolled nauseam. 
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the 19th Congress the Communist Party the 

Soviet Union (October 5-14, 1952) leaves little 
doubt that recent months have witnessed policy shift 
the USSR and East European Satellites equal impor- 
tance the Leninist retreat from “War Communism” 
the NEP 1921, and the Stalinist switch from the tactic 
the “Anti-Fascist Popular Front” the Hitler-Stalin 
Pact 1939. 

This policy shift nonetheless real for the fact that 
has been overshadowed continued Soviet intransigence 
the field foreign affairs and such dramatic events 
the fall Lavrenti Beria, announced the world July 
19, 1953.* The new line remains yet without official 
name, though has been variously termed the “New Course” 
East Germany and the “new economic policy” calcu- 
lated and misleading allusion Soviet history) Hun- 


CLOSE reading events the Soviet sphere since 


gary.** Since early July this year has been expounded 


series remarkably candid speeches Soviet and Satel- 
lite leaders: Hungarian Premier Imre Nagy (July 


11); Soviet Premier Georgi Malenkov (August 8); Ro- 


First Secretary the CPSU Nikita Khrushchev (Septem- 


ber Bulgarian Premier Vulko Chervenkov (September 
Czechoslovak Premier Viliam Siroky (September 15) 
and Polish Premier Boleslaw Bierut (October 29). This 
impressive list spokesmen, and the nature their dis- 


The new policy was already operation before Beria’s fall, 
and has continued apace since. the basis the sketchy evi- 
dence hand, seems unwise identify specific Soviet leaders 
with policies which may termed “hard” 


the sake convenience, and avoid confusion with 
Lenin’s superficially similar New Economic Policy 1921 (which, 
example, permitted large-scale foreign investment and the 

growth substantial private trade and production) the current 
line here termed the New Course, following East German usage. 


The Bear 


not for nothing that the proverb says, “An obliging bear more dangerous than enemy.” 


Stalin 


closures, indicate that the New Course both determined 
and real. 


Origins 


The New Course best characterized response 
the new leadership the USSR double crisis within 
the Soviet sphere: (1) economic crisis precipitated 
the growing imbalance the area-wide economy—the 
failure “Socialist” agriculture keep pace with ex- 
panding industry, and, the East European Satellites 
least, the tendency overambitious industrial program 
outstrip the natural raw materials base;* and (2) 
political crisis—long dormant and implicit the subject 
populations’ mounting hatred for the local Communist re- 
gimes which forced through the industrial program 
application terror and the expense living standards 
—brought head Stalin’s death. 

Stalin the USSR lost forbidding figure whose per- 
sonal authority and name alone seemed sufficient trample 
down this hatred for years, though problematical 
whether the anti-regime riots and demonstrations which 
broke out Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, and East Germany 
May-June could have been staved off for long even had 
lived. Clearly the terror Stalin inspired extended the 
highest ranks Soviet and Satellite leaders. recently 


the first place the rate Romanian industrialization has 
been forced, especially regards heavy industry. The slogan 
achieving the Five Year Plan four years was launched with- 
out sufficient study, and does not correspond the real prospects 
our economy.” Gh. Gheorghiu-Dej, August 22, 1953. 

For strikingly candid picture the failure Soviet agricul- 
ture and livestock breeding, see Khrushchev, “On Measures 
Further the Development Soviet Agriculture,” September 
1953, report delivered before the Central Committee the 
CPSU. Khrushchev reveals that the percentile decline the 
number cows during the “Stalinist epoch” (1928-53) equalled 


the percentile increase population for the same period, approxi- 
mately per cent! 
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Premier Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej (August 22) 


the 19th Congress the CPSU Malenkov stated cate- 
gorically that the grain problem the USSR had been 
solved “forever.” the light the Khrushchev report 
months later, the reverse was true. But long Stalin 
lived, either the second rank Soviet leaders, under his 
spell, retained sufficient confidence carry through 
dangerous and unnecessarily doctrinaire economic program, 
or, far more likely, they were unable implement 
more rational policies while dominated man who had 
lost touch with reality and grew increasingly rigid, even 
monomaniacal, his years advanced. 


The first halting explorations the New Course are 
consequently found March-June 1953, period termed 
the chronology which follows, “The Post-Stalin Inter- 
regnum.” Regime policies this time are ill-defined, even 
contradictory, reflecting insecurity and indecision the 
highest Soviet planning levels. But with the close the 
period, and the consolidation power within the Kremlin 
Malenkov and the Party, the tempo change and im- 
provisation increases sharply. Nothing more striking 
than the contrast between the events the five months 
between the October 1952 Congress the CPSU the 
one hand, and those since the reorganization the Hun- 
garian Party late June 1953, marking the end the 
interregnum. This much matter political “feel,” 
tone, objective political content. 

The prevailing mood this period deserves careful re- 
view. When Stalin published his last work, The Economic 
Problems Socialism the USSR, ushering the 19th 
Congress, was insist the need for “relatively higher 
rate expansion the production the means pro- 
duction” and program “raise collective farm property 
the level public property.” Subsequent events through- 
out the Soviet bloc, true this ominous reiteration 
“Stalinist orthodoxy,” document ever intensified 
oppression. seemingly innocuous movement the 
Boy Scouts are dealt the final coup grace show 
trial Prague; three Romanian officials are condemned 
death and executed for “sabotage” the giant Black Sea- 
Danube Canal; the Bulgarian National Assembly “author- 
izes” the State prosecute for nameless crimes, undefined 
law; Romania, Hungary, and Poland regime spokes- 
men demand acceleration the collectivization drive; 
and Bagirov, Premier the Azerbaijan SSR, pro- 
claims the absolute good Great Russian expansion into 
the non-Slav borderlands the time the Czars. 

But simultaneously, the Khrushchev report and the 
speeches Satellite leaders reveal, the economic crisis 
deepened. Whatever the true circumstances Stalin’s 
last days, there can little doubt that his death came, 
had Lenin’s before him, moment historical neces- 
sity. The stern policies propounded the eve his death 
contained solutions for the problems the time. The 
Stalinist system, which the years 1928-45 had played 
major role the industrialization the Soviet State and 


the defeat the Nazi invasion, had become social 
mity. What was needed meet the economic crisis was 
not further refinement the techniques oppression and 
terror, not further expansion industry the expense 


already sickly agriculture, but program internal 
reform. 


The Substance 


The New Course, first enunciated its developed form 
Hungarian Premier Nagy July held out the 
promise constitutional government, “legality” and the 
increased security the individual, easing restrictions 
the free practice religion, dissolution the collec- 
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tive farms and end harsh policies the villages, 
rescaling the industrial Plan bring into line with 
national capabilities, rebirth small-scale private trade 
and production, and sharp rise general living stand- 
ards. Less obvious, but equally startling, were the devi- 
ations from strict orthodoxy which the program was 
announced the name the government and not the 
Party and which Nagy permitted himself address 
the “working masses” rather than the “working class” (for 
which read the industrial proletariat, theoretically the true 
foundation Communist 

The New Course developed subsequent weeks 
Hungary (where the program has proceeded most rapidly), 
and the other Satellites well, was less sweeping than 
these first pronouncements indicated.* the USSR, 
where the program was officially introduced 
August reason more rigid economy and the 
dead weight the Stalinist legacy, the program was less 
radical still. But for the entire region the New Course still 
has meaning: its center gravity seems lie conces- 
sions the agricultural sector, rescaling industrial in-| 
vestment plans the expense heavy industry, stress 
consumer production, price cuts, and general easing 
political tension. the Satellites, where freedom ma-| 
neuver greater than the USSR, concessions agricul- 
ture have spelled relief private farming (tax and quota 
cuts, government loans for housing and construction, 
easing compulsory insurance terms, etc.) and some 
tinued talk disbanding the collectives, though eventual 
return the kolkhoz system made clear. the 
the Khrushchev report emphasizes need for concessions 
the “material interests” the peasantry. both Hun- 
gary and the USSR probable future area trend 


The first Nagy speech Budapest seems have 
wide-spread popular unrest, although there good evidence 
for actual violence. the week following the July 
three major developments may traced: peasant move 
masse force dissolution the kolkhozes before the 
time (originally set for the end the agricultural year) slack- 
ening industrial discipline; and severe weakening 
morale the face Nagy’s seeming heresies and threats the 
long-standing privileges the Communist elite. The government, 
seconded the Party (in the person Matyas Rakosi), reiter- 
ated its program more cautious fashion seven days later, threat- 
ening “unruly” elements with reprisals. These first Hungarian 
indiscretions seem have caused other Satellite spokesmen an- 
nounce the New Course more moderate language, stressing the 
transitional and “normal” character the policy. 
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cated authorized increases the size the kolkhozniks’ 
household plots.* 
Concessions other areas the Soviet and Satellite 
economies need not treated here detail. sufficient 
note that substantial price cuts consumer items have 


and that persistent reports from the bloc reveal that nu- 
merous capital construction and heavy industrialization 
projects have been cancelled.** September the Hun- 
Council Ministers reversed its long-standing 


the manpower policy, decreeing that former members col- 


the enrolled unskilled workers industry might 

return the land written request the kolkhoz man- 

agement. 

Significance and Prospects 

The New Course has been characterized series 
vi- 


speeches and editorials throughout the region 
program designed “insure the harmonious development 
the the national economy, and raise the material and 


level the masses.” This the newly-minted 

(for phrase, but such relatively meaningless, suggesting 

once both more and less than the actual content 

previously noted, the New Course operation 

idly), appreciably less revolutionary than Nagy’s speech July 

first seemed indicate. But the continued disproportion 


between the propaganda accompaniment the New Course 
its substance, feature which skeptical observers have 

been quick note, should not allowed camouflage 


the nature what has fact been done. The compilation 
Hungarian decrees and resolutions promulgated since 
July leaves little doubt that the New Course reflects 
ial policy, least the highest planning levels. 
agriculture the old trends have all been brought 
not actually reversed but current Satellite kolkhoz 
policy still presents vexing question. July Hun- 
Premier Nagy held out the promise legal dis- 
the kolkhozes “at the end the current agri- 
cultural year,” provided that the majority members 
desired. August speaking extemporaneously the 
entual 

See, for example, the August decree the Hungarian Coun- 
Ministers, raising the size household plots from 
cadastral acre, and the uniform collective 
Hun-| adopted August the Hungarian Council Collective 
indi- Farms, listing extensive private property retained the 

individual member. 

rovoked Romanian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigore Preoteasa’s state- 
Western journalists, attending the Third World Youth 
Congress Bucharest, that continuation discontinuation the 


nove Danube-Black Sea Canal was matter “no importance,” 
ypointed good example. 


slack- For remarkably similar phraseology, totally different con- 
Party compare Premier Antonin Zapotocky’s statement the 


Czechoslovak National Assembly 1949, introducing the first 
Year Plan: 


“We must rid ourselves any fond illusions 
that rise the standard living may regarded necessary 


threat- corollary or, even, ought precede the successful implementation 
the Plan. The exact opposite the truth: order make 
possible that our material and cultural level might raised, 
sing will first necessary fulfill the that may hence- 


forth live better, more contentedly, and more joyfully.” 


been decreed Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and 


Klicava Dam, Czechoslovak President Zapotocky similarly 
admitted “several mistakes (in agricultural policy) 
for which must pay ourselves,” and hinted that kolk- 
hozes Czechoslovakia might dissolved well. 
Hungarian decree permitting dissolution was finally pro- 
mulgated October but that time the tone the 
regime press had changed: spate somewhat belligerent 
editorials Szabad Nep, Szabad Fold, and Magyar Nemzet 
all had begun proclaim the necessity preserving the 
“collective way.” Thus, despite initial statements Nagy 
and Zapotocky, there seems little disposition the Satel- 
lites actually dissolve the collectives present. 

The current trend thus seems less concessionary 
than first seemed: existing kolkhozes are main- 
tained intact, further large-scale collectivization 
halted, and the private sector within the collectives them- 
selves increased. Nevertheless, entirely possible 
that the Satellite regimes will once again resort dissolu- 
tion forced further deterioration agriculture. The 
fact that dissolution was announced both Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia appears mean that coordinated area- 
wide policy had been agreed upon. The chief error with 
which Nagy and Zapotocky may charged very possibly 
more than one timing. Dissolution may possi- 
bility the future, but only last resort, 
the kolkhozes themselves have failed produce results. 


The Hard Core 


The hard core the New Course new enough, 
Nagy’s initial “indiscretions” are discounted and the con- 
cessions are viewed they stand alone. the political 
plane there have been amnesties, price cuts, moves 
install “native” rather than leaderships, 
slackening activities the villages, and 
slight, but still appreciable, loosening industrial dis- 
cipline, name only few examples. Shifts emphasis 
the economic sector have been even more pronounced 
than outright concessions. The private holdings the 
kolkhoznik have been increased (in Hungary and the 
USSR), independent artisans have received government 
loans and been permitted expand, ruinous capital con- 
struction projects have been quietly abandoned, and in- 
vestment funds have been switched from heavy industry 
housing and consumer production. That there has been 
slackening tempo concessions indicates that more 
are come. 

suggest that all, even the majority, the patho- 
logical trends the Stalinist era have now been amended 
would unreal. Nevertheless, there are indications that 
the old irrationality, least some degree, has given 
way, not before humanitarian considerations sure, 
but the understanding that the Stalinist system pressed 
forward without modification must eventually threaten the 
very existence the Soviet imperial structure. Thus, the 
Khrushchev report makes clear, agriculture—so long neg- 
lected, long the victim doctrine—is strengthened 
concessions the “material self-interests” the peas- 


| 
was 


antry. Thus, Hungarian industry, for years emphasized 
complete disregard the national raw materials and fuels 
base, admit the equal claims agricultural produc- 
tion. Thus, the poorly endowed south Danubian Satellites 
are longer strain produce commodities (tractors, 
armaments, steel, etc.) more rationally, and far more easily, 
produced elsewhere the bloc. 


far the Satellites are concerned, the rate agri- 
cultural concessions has been swiftest Hungary, Albania, 
Bulgaria, and Romania, very possibly indicating plan for 
“South-Danubian complex” whose chief contribution 
the production industrial crops and food. North 
the Danube, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Po- 
land, little has been done match the pace the others 
beyond casual admissions that the agricultural sector has 
been badly mismanaged and that private farming must 
form the base the national food for “long time 
come.* this region the chief shifts expected may 
those the realm investment policy, and the three 
nations may continue play the part “East Euro- 
pean Ruhr.” 

the rationalization the area-wide economy, and the 
consequent stabilization the internal political situation, 
are fact the basic motives the New Course, the pros- 
pective success failure this policy still remains open 
question. The Titoist economic retreat, forced Yugo- 
slavia consequence its break with the Cominform 
bloc, met considerable resistance and even sabotage 
the middle and lowest levels the Party bureaucracy.* 
Similarly, close reading the Nagy and Rakosi speeches 
July 11, seven days after the first epochal New Course 
address, leaves little doubt that the Hungarian Party cadres 
suffered severe weakening morale they were seem- 
ingly shorn many long-standing privileges 
ularly their status the elite society. 
Particularly noteworthy were Rakosi’s measured assurances 
that the Party leadership stood fast with the government’s 
program and that racking purges would ensue. 


"Quo Vadis?" 


The question facing both the Western observer and the 
Soviet bloc bureaucrat now “Quo now? 

evident that the three principal elements the 
New Course are collective leadership, agricultural conces- 
sions combined with emphasis consumer goods produc- 
tion, and nationalities policy revisions. This historical 
accident. Each these three has been promulgated 
meet specific problems facing the new regime. Collective 
leadership not merely the result the inability any 
Politburo member (or another Soviet politician) seize 


See speech Boleslaw Bierut, Sept. 1953. 


intriguing problem, which cannot treated here, the 
apparent parallelism between the New Course expounded 
the Soviet bloc and the “reformist” political and economic pro- 
gram carried out Yugoslovia since 1950. The evidence suggests 
that the Kremlin leadership has studied the Yugoslav example 
with great care. 


individual control: represents description new power 
relations the Kremlin and therefore manifest both 
policy and organization through the area. Its practice 
necessitates concessions various forces and individuals 
hold together. 


Although transfer power the post-Stalin era has 
proceeded relatively smoothly, there still the problem 
organizational consolidation (the Beria case evidence 
this and may only one case point). There seems little 
evidence contradict the fact that Malenkov and his| 
group have obtained control the governmental machin- 
ery. The regime has the power rule, although almost 
certainly does not have Stalin’s totalitarian control, nor 
irrelevant remember that not even Stalin had abso- 
lute control. However, Malenkov’s group must enlist the 
loyalties the machinery (even assuming that was able 
partly this his Party secretaryship, Stalin’s death 
creates new conditions loyalty requirement) and 
must have rewards and incentives for his partisans. 


That the New Course having trouble with the lower 
and medium Party levels and managerial bureaucracy 
obvious from the plethora exhortations for greater ac-| 
tivism, optimism and unity. Policy-wise, the 
machine has tendency maintain the status quo, 
best move the same direction which has for 
long time been pointed. However, although 
machine motion tends remain motion, the Com- 
munist one being acted upon two outside forces: 
Malenkov clique and the masses people. Both these 
are moving for concessionary policy against the “vested 


interests” the bureaucrats, although for quite different 
reasons.* 


The Pacification 


The agricultural policy and the “material and cultural 
welfare the masses” program are attempts simultaneously 
deal with the most recalcitrant elements the 


lation (the peasants) and pacify the so-called vanguard| 


the proletariat (the urban workers) which went 


the streets the East German and Czechoslovak riots. This| 
drive for increased foodstuffs and consumer goods will 
all likelihood continue, both ingratiate the initiators 
the new course with the masses and readjust Soviet 
economies their natural industrial and raw material 


The speeches Khrushchev, Nagy, Gheorghiu-Dej, 


and Mikoyan, mention only handful, are sufficiently| 
abject indicate the necessity the leadership 
edge publicly its mistakes and failures and promise con- 
cessions the people. 


attempting raise living standards, the Malenkov 
group will try kill several birds with one stone: they will 


Part the bureaucratic reluctance doubt due 
spectre the purge that hangs over them when new 
takes Malenkov’s group has gone about its purge quietly, 
with minimum bloodshed and without show trials, (Even 
Beria has not been brought trial, although alive, may 
the future when circumstances are propitious. 


vested 


ultural 
will 
tors 


attempt make themselves more popular with the 
they will try consolidate their bureaucratic machinery; 
and they may enlist the spirit detente. Certainly there 
must enormous forces favor easing tension, for the 
dacha the Crimea and the Zis car for the leadersehip 
well the reduced norm delivery quota and the larger 
consumer basket for workers and farmers. From this spirit, 
the regime may gain active support against administrative 
inertia and bureaucratic nepotism, well greater co- 
operation from peasant and proletarian. 

The nationalities policy the third aspect the new 
course’s attempt gain cooperation from the leadership 
and the masses the “minority” groups the USSR and 
from the captive peoples the Satellites. From the Ukraine 
East Germany, from Estonia Bulgaria, the resistance 
Soviet policy has been both against Communist policy 
and against “russification.” Where the agricultural pro- 
gram attempts meet resistance Communist policy, the 


nationalities program attempts meet the resistance 
nationalism. 


The "Pilot Model" 


all the foregoing can accepted, the choice Hun- 
gary “pilot model” for the New Course extremely 
shrewd. provides country with industrial prole- 
tariat and large peasantry. has Party which has had 
purge and which the strongest and most faithful 
the Satellite Parties. The presence the Red Army 
Hungary additional security against rebellion. The coun- 
try’s geographical location, lying does between the 
“agrarian and industrial complexes,” permits the “spread” 
the new course the north and the south, without 
its seeming concession the revolts East Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia. The only difficulty they might 
have encountered Hungary was the heavy proportion 
Jewish leadership the Hungarian Party, and the Com- 
munists have carefully replaced some these with native 
Hungarians. 

The questions that remain pertain how the new 
course can made effective the foregoing tri-partite 
front. There insufficient evidence the nature the 
power struggle the Kremlin and the Satellite Parties 
base protracted analyses on, and speculation that 
quarter more confusing than clarifying. What can 
safely surmise, however, that part the contradictions 
successive leadership pronouncements may result from 
attempts woo both Party cadres and masses without un- 
duly alarming confusing either. 


The West's Responsibility 


Whatever the specific nature Communist economic 
planning for the area, much will depend the West. 
the West agrees trade with the Soviet orbit, this would 
relieve the Communists considerable internal pressures 
and allow them carry out the new course with mini- 
mum trauma and reorganization, permitting them 
get both guns and butter, heavy industrialization and rise 
standard living. New trade treaties for consumer 
goods and foodstuffs with France, Australia, Holland, Den- 
mark, New Zealand and other countries the free world 
would indicate that this certainly considered part the 
New Course. Apparently the new regime also counting 
Western policy containment less, neutralism 
and war weariness, permit redirect its energies and 
industrial machine from heavy equipment and armaments 
consumer goods and foodstuffs. Nonetheless, the Com- 
munists face difficult problems with the Satellites, which 
they have been exploiting raise Soviet living standards, 
and with China, which must now demand large quantities 
heavy industrial equipment and machine tools and which 
Sino-Soviet trade agreements have ostensibly promised. 

The nationalities policy—both “russification” and 
the “nationalist form, socialist content” varieties— 
has had poor results the thirty-odd years Communist 
rule the USSR and even less success the few years 
control the Satellites. There small probability that 
the historical nationalist resistance Russian incursion will 
subside the face this, any other foreseeable, nation- 
alities policy. 

possible that the combination concession-and con- 
trol, conciliation and combativeness, manifestation 
confusion the top leadership levels and inability 
deal with the new problems facing them. However, the 
largest part the available evidence indicates that Malen- 
kov and his group are carrying through the policy indicated 
above. perhaps not thoroughly thought-out pro- 
gram and all probability not long-term plan, but 
flexible, shifting, day-to-day, issue-to-issue policy with the 
aforementioned general goals view. Certainly there 
expediency and opportunism, for the Malenkov group 
saddled with ideology and hobbled with economic dilemmas 
and bureaucratic interests, but the new course they have 
established gives them great maneuverability, considerable 
propaganda material, internal well foreign, and per- 
haps poses even greater long run threat the free 
world than even Stalin’s rigid intransigence its zenith 
ever did. 
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NEW POLICIES THE SOVIET SPHERE 


Survey the Principal Events from October 1952 October 1953 


The Climax Stalinism 


(October 1952 March 1953) 


OCTOBER 
5-14 CPSU holds its 19th Party Congress Moscow, the 


first years. Heralded the publication Stalin’s 
theses the “Economic Problems Socialism the 
USSR” which hints, among other things, the even- 
tual domination barter relationships between kolk- 
hozes and the State, and suggests that future wars will 
fought out among the capitalist states themselves 
rather than between the “capitalist” and “Socialist” 
camps. Molotov delivers and sets 
militant keynote. Main address the Congress 
given Malenkov who presents optimistic report 
Soviet developments, both domestic and interna- 
tional, praising both agricultural and industrial prog- 
gress, including the kolkhoz amalgamation 1951- 
1952. “The grain problem,” says, “has been solved 
forever.” Theme Congress generally tightened 
Party control and increased vigilance and discipline. 
Top Party organization revamped, further centralized. 
Politburo abolished, replaced 25-member Presidium. 
Central Committee expanded 125 members. Stalin 
concluded the 19th Party Congress with short speech 
dealing primarily with foreign affairs. Characterized 
the Communist Parties abroad “shock brigades” 
which the CPSU has given, and will continue 
give, support, and which owes much. 


Radio Sofia declares that Bulgaria now entering 
period “intensified Socialist construction.” Follow- 
ing the example set Hungary two weeks earlier, 
internal loan 400 million leva announced, ful- 
fillment which largely compulsory. 


Announcement membership Soviet Party Pre- 
sidium made Moscow. Several former members 
1952 for his plans for decentralizing kolkhoz worker 


brigades, and Kosygin, also criticized for be- 
havior consumer goods boss 1952. New members, 


Chesnokov. 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) exhorts Bulgarian Party 
organizations combat vigorously serious violations 
work discipline. 

The Czechoslovak State Statistical Office publishes 
economic report the third quarter 1952, 
which grave shortcomings the fulfillment plans for 
the basic industries—mining, foundries, machinery, 
admitted. Reveals also that overfulfillment 
was achieved chiefly those enterprises producing 
the “less important and easier products.” 


NOVEMBER 


The Bulgarian National Assembly meets and passes 
all laws and decrees the Government one 
session. Among the new legislation are two significant 
changes legal procedure: prosecution defendants 
may carried out even law exists for the crime 
committed; separate State Prosecutor’s Office estab- 
lished along Soviet lines. 


Polish Government announces the non-fulfillment 
goals certain basic industries (metallurgical, chem- 
ical, machine-building, cement, etc.) for the third 
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quarter the third year the Six Year Plan. 
Front (Sofia) announces Government 
decree ordering the creation compulsory workers’ 
savings accounts, form the basis new fund 
support the Government’s economic program. 


Romanian Radio reports that the tempo collectivi- 
zation has increased 1952 far over that 1951. 
The number collectives formed the month 
September alone equalled the number formed for the 
entire year 1951. 


The Hungarian Council Ministers issues decree 
binding young industrial trainees their place 
work, and making absenteeism punishable 1,500 
forint fine forfeit tuition previously paid the 
State. 


Polish Radio reports that the collectivization drive has 
increased its tempo 1952 compared with 1951. 
the first ten months 1952, 1,406 collectives were 
formed. 


Hungarian Government remodeled along Soviet 
lines, with Rakosi heading inner Presidium 
Deputy Premiers the Council Ministers. 


Rudolf Slansky, former Secretary-General the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, and Vladimir Clemen- 
tis, former Foreign Minister, along with other prom- 
inent Communists (many them Jewish) are tried 
charges “Trotskyism, Titoism, and Zionism,” and 
“bourgeois national traitors enemies the 
Czechoslovak people and Socialism.” The trial 
conducted intense atmosphere hatred and 
fear, mingled with definitely anti-Semitic overtones. 
Eleven members the alleged “anti-state conspiracy 
center” are sentenced death; three others sentenced 
life imprisonment. 

Constitutional changes the Polish government are 
put into effect. Alexander Zawadzki appointed 
Chairman the State Council, and former President 
Boleslaw Bierut takes over the duties Premier. 
new system, Council State ostensibly the sup- 
preme organ; but, actual fact, the center State 
power lies the Government Presidium (Bierut and 
eight vice-ministers) ruled turn 13-man Party 
Politburo, headed Bierut. 


The Polish Parliament approves Government law 
granting amnesty common criminals, workers, and 
peasants imprisoned for failing deliver quotas 
the State and violating labor discipline. 


DECEMBER 


The sentence death against members the 

Slansky “conspiracy” carried out Prague. 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) reports that 51% the 

arable land Bulgaria tilled collective farms. 


Agricultural Producers’ Cooperatives meet East 
Berlin, listen Deputy Premier Walter Ulbricht urge 
the further expansion the cooperative movement. 


Hungarian Defense Minister Mihaly Farkas, address- 
ing convention the National Youth Organization, 
predicts that the end 1954 most the country’s 
peasants will organized collective farms. 


16-18 


Premier Otto Grotewohl East Germany admits the 
existence food crisis Eastern Germany, blames 
upon poor harvest, inefficient administration, and 
hostile action Western powers, declares that crisis 
can overcome rationing and better distribution. 


The Czechoslovak Communist Party opens three-day 
All-State “Conference,” instead regular Party Con- 
gress. Structure the Party reorganized along pat- 
tern established CPSU October. Territorial 
organization abolished, replaced “territory- 
and-production” principle. Conference elects new 
members the Central Committee, replace those 
purged between 1949 and the Slansky trial. major 
address President Klement Gottwald declares that the 
collectivization drive Czechoslovakia had been in- 
tensified 1952. 


Szabad Nep (Budapest) reports that 37.3 per cent 
the total Hungarian arable land organized collec- 
tive farms. Cites Five Year Plan goal per cent 
1954. 

Governmental changes Bulgaria. Mateev dis- 


missed and Chankov becomes President the State 
Planning Commission. 


Hungarian Deputy Premier Erno Gero delivers speech 
the national economy which notes serious 
shortcomings industrial development and food pro- 
duction. Collective farms, said, are consoli- 
dated, not expanded, the near future. 


JANUARY 


Czechoslovak President Gottwald’s New Year address 
voices Governmental dissatisfaction with the pace 
industrial and agricultural production and announces 
Plan goals for the forthcoming year. Production 
increase 18.4 per cent, work productivity 15.1 
per cent. 


Polish Government substitutes rationing price for 
direct commodity rationing, change similar the 
one followed the Soviet Government 1947 when 
direct rationing was abolished and high prices put 
scarce consumer goods. The same system was applied 
both Hungary and Bulgaria 1952. 


Polish Government decree provides for unified price 
structure and lifts restrictions the free sale agri- 
cultural supplies after obligatory delivery quotas are 
met. 


Soviet newspapers announce the arrest and indictment 
nine doctors attached the Kremlin, charged with 
the deaths Zhdanov and Shcherbakov 
conspiracy with British and American intelligence 
services, particular with the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee the United States Jewish relief agency) 
Later the indictment against the “doctor-poisoners” 
(most whom Jewish) expanded include 
attempted assassination Soviet Army Marshals Vasi- 
lievsky, Govorov, and Koniev. “Organs State secu- 
rity” are charged with and “lack vigi- 
lance” failing uncover the plot earlier. 
Czechoslovak Government drastically reduces scope 
rationing system, increasing workers’ dependence 
exorbitantly priced free market. Payment wages “in 
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kind,” long-standing privilege certain industries, 
abolished. 


Novo Vreme (Sofia) publishes article Vulko Cher- 
venko sharply criticizing those responsible for failure 
1952 Plan targets for heavy and light industries, 
agriculture, and machine tractor stations. 


Top East German SED Party organs are revised along 
pattern established CPSU 19th Party Congress. 
Presidium replaces Politburo. 


Lajos Stoeckler, president Jewish community 
Hungary, arrested agent Jewish Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee, and former agent the Ger- 
man Gestapo. 


The Polish Council Ministers decrees wage increases 
for Government employees, the first since 1948. Higher 
officials given proportionately greater raises than lower 
officials. 


The Czechoslovak Cabinet decrees reorganization 
the governmental structure, largely following the 
Soviet model. new Presidium the cabinet 
established, composed the Premier and nine depu- 
ties; the number ministries was expanded 30, 
with considerable reshuffling functions and juris- 
diction among them. 


FEBRUARY 


Bulgarian National Assembly meets and passes amend- 
ments penal code making escapes from the coun- 
try, refusal reenter demand, treason, and 
punishable death. Also passes law against the 
free movement labor, with penalty saboteur for 
leaving plant office without permission. 


Reshuffling Bulgarian Government decreed. Cyril 
Dramaliev, Boris Taskov, and Sava Ganovsky removed 
Minister Education, Chairman Commission 
State Supply and Reserves, and Chairman Commit- 
tee for Science, Art, and Culture respectively. Re- 
placed Demir Yanev, Nikola Trayanov, and Ruben 
Levi. 


Polish Government decrees severe limitations the 
right Polish Catholic Church select its own offi- 
cials, granting the State considerable authority cler- 
ical appointments. 


First series announcements made Hungarian 
press serious failures the metallurgical, coal, and 
metal supply industries, attributed largely lax labor 
discipline. 


Publication Kommunist (Moscow) article 
Bagirov, alternate member CPSU Presidium 
and Premier the Azerbaijan Republic, which the 
“progressive role” Tsarist expansion into the bor- 
derland regions around Russia extolled. Article 
follows general pattern justifying great Russian 
Tsarist imperialism developed Soviet theoreticians 
the post-war period. 


Government reshuffle Bulgaria announced. Karlo 
Lukanov, former Chairman State Planning Com- 
mission, made Vice-Premier the Council Min- 
isters. Evgeni Mateev appointed his place. 


MARCH 


News released from Moscow that Stalin suf- 
fered stroke the night March 


The Post-Stalin Interregnum 


(March 1953 June 26, 1953) 


MARCH 


Polish Government announces special drive aimed 
stepping work norms industrial enterprises, and 
issues several decrees aimed petty thievery the 
State sector the economy. 


Announcement the death Stalin, allegedly 
March 5th, made Moscow joint communique 
the Central Committee the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union, the Council Ministers the USSR 
and the Presidium the Supreme Soviet the USSR. 


The USSR Council Ministers issues plea for unity 
and warns its people against the aftermath 
Stalin’s sudden death. “Joint meetings” the 
CPSU Central Committee, the Council Ministers, 
and the Presidium the Supreme Soviet are held. 

Malenkov appointed Premier, Beria, 
Molotov, Bulganin, and Kaganovich ap- 
pointed First Deputy Premiers. The new cabinet Pre- 
sidium composed these men. 

The Party Presidium reduced from members 
10, listed the following order: Malenkov, Beria, 
Molotov, Voroshilov, Khrushchev, Bulganin, Kagano- 
vich, Mikoyan, Saburov and Pervukhin. Alternates: 
Shvernik, Ponomarenko, Melnikov and Bagirov. New 
Party Secretaries: Ignatiev, Pospelov, and Shatalin. 
Khrushchev released First Secretary Moscow Party 
Committee. Marshals Zhukov and Vasilievsky named 
First Deputy Ministers War. 

Vast merger Governmental ministries decreed, 
including Ministry Internal Affairs with Ministry 
State Security. 


Malenkov, Beria and Molotov deliver funeral orations 
over Stalin’s bier. speech the longest, 
Beria’s includes several references Soviet military 
prowess and civil rights, and dwells more 
upon biography. 


Ten Czechoslovak military planes, flying over German 
territory, shoot down American thunderjet. 


Unexpected death Czechoslovak President Klement 
Gottwald after short period illness. 

accordance with decision the plenum the 
Central Committee, Malenkov relinquishes his 
post First Secretary the CPSU. Khrushchev 
pointed Secretary. 


USSR Supreme Soviet convenes (after one-day post- 
ponement) for one hour and approves the Govern- 
mental changes since Stalin’s death. Khrushchev pro- 
poses Voroshilov Chairman Presidium; Beria pro- 
poses Malenkov Premier. Malenkov delivers short 
speech, vaguely pledging his regime policies, 
stating, moreover, that “there dispute unre- 
solved problem that cannot settled peacefully. This 
applies all countries, including the U.S.A.” 
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APRIL 


Funeral Klement Gottwald staged Prague. 
Speeches delivered Antonin Zapotocky, Viliam 
Siroky, and Soviet Marshal Bulganin. 


Czechoslovak National Assembly elects Zapotocky Pres- 
ident the Republic. Zapotocky immediately ap- 
points Viliam Siroky new Premier. 

Romanian Council Ministers declares the work 
the craftsman’s cooperatives unsatisfactory, 
and demands greater efficiency and vigor the strug- 
gle against the private sector the economy. 


Presidium the Supreme Soviet decrees amnesty 
for many types administrative and economic crimes; 
reduces punishment for certain prisoners, releases from 
imprisonment pregnant women and those with large 
families. 


Retail price cuts are decreased the USSR, somewhat 
broader scope than any the previous post-war 
price cuts. 


Hungarian Minister Agriculture issues bulletin 
fulfillment spring agricultural plan, providing that 
farmers who not meet delivery quotas must pay 
penalties. 


Romanian Government decrees widespread amnesty, 
similar character Soviet amnesty decreed March 
27th. 

Pravda (Moscow) announces the release the 
Kremlin doctors imprisoned January for their al- 
leged efforts assassinate Soviet leaders, and terms the 
whole indictment “miscarriage Eight new 
names appear list those released, and two names 
those originally indicted are missing. Ministry 
Security blamed for and for disregard- 
ing rights Soviet citizens. Ignatiev, CPSU Sec- 
retary and Minister State Security, dismissed from 
Government post, and Deputy Security Minister 
Ryumin arrested. Pravda lays stress civil rights. 


Ignatiev dismissed Secretary CPSU. 


Georgian Central Committee elects Mirtskulava 
First Secretary Georgian Party apparatus, and re- 
leases Mgeladze from this post. Two other party 
secretaries are dismissed, and Dekanozov ap- 
pointed the Bureau the Georgian Party. 


New emphasis principle “collective leadership” 
post-Stalin USSR given full exposition 
Slepov Pravda (Moscow). Slepov condemns prin- 
ciple one-man leadership and calls for support 
collective principle which declares “Marxist- 
Leninist.” 


Bulgarian Presidium publishes decree permitting the 
compulsory transference workers from one enter- 
prise another order Governmental ministries. 


Reorganization Soviet internal police apparatus: 
The Presidium the Moldavian Supreme Soviet ap- 
points Joseph Mordovets Minister Internal Af- 
fairs. 


Yudin, editor the Cominform Journal (“For 
Lasting Peace, For People’s ap- 
pointed Political Adviser General Chuikov, 


“We must note and state frankly before the whole 
country that the objectives the augmented Five Year 
Plan are beyond our strength. Its implementation 
vastly overtaxing our The development 


Socialist heavy industry cannot end itself. 


The general direction developing people’s 
economy must modified.” 


Imre Nagy, July 


Soviet High Commissioner East Germany. Yudin 
replaces Semyonov, who returns Moscow. 


Bulgarian Presidium publishes decree ordering workers 
pay compensation for time and materials wasted 
work. 


Reorganization Soviet internal police apparatus: 
Azerbaijan Council Ministers appoints Aga Salim 
Atakishiyev Minister Internal Affairs, replacing 
Stepan Fyordorovich who was appointed 
March. 


Reorganization Soviet internal police apparatus: 
Presidium the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet appoints 
Konstantin Karavayev Minister State Control. 
Presidium the Lithuanian Supreme Soviet appoints 
Kondakov Minister Internal Affairs. 


Reorganization Soviet internal police apparatus: 
Presidium the Kazakh Supreme Soviet appoints 
Vladimir Gubin Minister Internal Affairs. 


Reorganization Soviet internal police apparatus: 
Presidium the Uzbek Supreme Soviet appoints 
Alexei Byzov Minister Internal Affairs. 


Soviet Government awards the Red Banner Labor 
Gregory Ivanovich Petrovsky, one-time leader the 
Ukrainian Communist Party (the “Ukrainian Ka- 
purged 1938 “bourgeois nationalist.” 


Czechoslovak Government follows Soviet and Ro- 
manian example, declares amnesty for many categories 
non-political prisoners. 


Reorganization Sovict internal police apparatus: 
The Presidium the Turkmenian Supreme Soviet 
appoints Vasily Vaskin Minister Internal Affairs. 


The Polish Government issues decree priorities 
for supply for the new “Nowa Huta” steel works indi- 
cating intensification industrialization. 


Romanian Council Ministers and Central Com- 
mittee the Workers’ Party issue joint declaration 
demanding more effective struggle 
flourishing private trade and ‘kulak’ activities. Intense 
dissatisfaction voiced over lack progress made 
cooperatives eliminating need for private sector 
since 1949 decree. 


Riots are reported among Bulgarian tobacco workers 
Plovdiv and Haskovo consequence hard con- 
ditions. Army units are rushed quell riots, and 
Deputy Premier Anton Yugov former tobacco 
worker) dispatched ease situation. 
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Central Trade Unions Council Czechoslovakia 
meets for second time 1953, discusses measures 
taken ameliorate serious situation resulting from 
poor discipline and lowered productivity workers. 


American newsman William Oatis, arrested and con- 


victed for espionage 1951, released Czecho- 
slovak Government. 


Semyonov named USSR Council Ministers 
new post “Supreme Commissar the USSR 
Germany.” Yudin, who had earlier replaced him 
political advisor the Soviet commander Ger- 
many, retains that post. 


Soviet internal police reorganizes: Presidium the 
Estonian Supreme Soviet appoints Mikhail Kress- 
man Minister Internal Affairs, replacing Valentin 
Moskalenko who was appointed the post April 
26, 1953. 


Article Pravda (Moscow) condemns Stalin’s “bar- 
ter” line agriculture expressed his “Economic 
Problems Socialism.” Without mentioning Stalin 
name, the article says that forecast the trans- 
formation kolkhozes into “public property” both 
“harmful” and “propagandistic.” “Soviet trade,” the 
article says, “is inseparably connected with monetary 
circulation.” 


Uzbek Supreme Soviet confirms Presidium decree ap- 
pointing Yu. Yusupov Chairman the Uzbek 
Council Ministers, replacing Mukhitdinov 
who becomes First Deputy Chairman the Council. 

Vast confiscatory currency reform ordered Czecho- 
slovak Government curb inflation and eliminate sav- 
ings. Rationing abolished, reducing living standard 
considerably. 


Czechoslovak reform sets off series demonstra- 
tions and riots major cities, lasting until June 
Most serious demonstrations occur among workers 
Pilsen and Ostrava. Existence vast disturbances ac- 
knowledged official press, and Premier Zapotocky 
his June 10th address. 


Soviet internal police reorganizes: The Presidium 
the Latvian Supreme Soviet appoints Ivan Zujans 
Minister Internal Affairs, replacing Koval- 
chuk, who was appointed the post April 13, 1953. 

The Presidium the Byelorussian Supreme Soviet 
appoints Ivan Vetrov Minister Justice. 


The SED East Germany announces “new course”: 
collectivization halted, work norms lowered; 
peasants who fled West promised return abandoned 
holdings; amnesty for political prisoners proclaimed; 
increase food stocks promised; return confiscated 
church lands assured. 


Pravda (Moscow) announces plans increase supply 
consumer goods. Shops Moscow are stocked with 
wheat flour for the first time many years. 


Leonid Melnikov, member the CPSU presidium, 
and First Secretary the Ukrainian Communist Party, 
dismissed from posts charge pursuing policy 


harsh Russification western districts Ukraine. 
Replaced Alexei Kirichenko, Second Secretary 
Ukrainian Communist Party since 1949. 

Korneichuk, Ukrainian poet criticized 1952 
for expressions nationalist sentiment, appointed 


First Deputy Premier the Ukrainian Council 
Ministers. 


13-15 Tenth Congress the Slovak Communist Party held 
Bratislava. Czechoslovak President Zapotocky asserts 
loyalty path charted Gottwald. Premier Siroky 
speaks expanding the collective farm movement, 
and boasts tempo collectivization past year. 


“June days” East Germany begin. Vast demon- 
strations break out all the major cities and mil- 
lions participate demonstrations demanding the 
fall the Grotewohl regime. Soviet flag torn from 
the Brandenberger Tor. Soviet tanks are called 
suppress revolt. 


Plenary Session the Lvov Province Party Committee 
Western Ukraine admits past “violation Lenin- 
Stalin nationalities policy” appointing local officials 
from other districts the Ukraine and imposing 
Russian language teaching Western Ukrainian in- 
stitutions higher learning. 

Albanian Government cancels the quota arrears 
peasantry. Waives arrears for 1949-52 deliveries 
wheat, barley, rye, wool, eggs, etc. 

Beria removed from all his Governmental and 
Party posts. (His removal not made public until July 
10th, and the fact that occurred June not divulged 
until Supreme Soviet meeting August 5th.) 


25-27 Soviet Government reduces government goals an- 


nual bond drive per cent (from billion 
rubles) 


25-29 East German Government releases large reserve sup- 
plies food the consumer market. 


Malenkov: Consolidation and Concession 
(June 27, 1953 October 21, 1953) 


27-28 Central Committee the Hungarian Workers’ Party 
(Communist) meets and reorganizes its top structure. 
Premier Matyas Rakosi’s position Secretary General 
abolished, and replaced three-man secretariat 
which Rakosi made the leading member. The Polit- 
buro reduced from nine members. Influence 
Soviet demands for “collective leadership” these 
manipulations clear. 


name absent from list high Soviet officials 
attending the Bolshoi Theatre presentation the 
opera “The Decembrists” which concerned with 
abortive effort 1825 seize the Russian government 
and depose the Czar. 


Czechoslovak Government makes public ordinance, 
dated June 3rd, fixing severe penalties for absenteeism. 


JULY 


Meeting the collaborationist All-National Confer- 
ference Catholic Activists held Warsaw 
which the subject Church-State relations the 
“new” Poland discussed. 


The reorganization the Hungarian Government: charged with treason, fomenting discord among the 
Premier Matyas Rakosi “resigns” and replaced nationalities, and threatening the collective farm sys- 
Imre Nagy. Erno Gero, former economic dictator and tem and food supply. 
Hungarian Communist, takes over Premiar Imre Nagy and First Secretary 
Ministry the Interior. The number Deputy Pre the Hungarian Workers’ Party Matyas Rakosi de- 
Agriculture Andras (Jewish rep- time that they will not tolerate the collapse indus- 
trial discipline which followed the first speech and 
Pieck that SED decided empting farmers stricken natural disaster from pay- 
that Party’s policies had partially alienated workers, 
and declares that money finance new course will 
to | come from reduced allocations to heavy industry and 12 Hungarian Presidium decrees partial cancellation of 
defense. outstanding deliveries for 1952, and reduction 
per cent 1953 compulsory delivery quotas for kolk- 
Hungarian Premier Imre Nagy delivers major address hozes. 
Parliament. Admits that past policies have placed 
national economy serious situation, promises rad- Colonel-General Malyshev, USSR Minister 
ical change: constitutional government, increased per- Transport and Heavy Machine Building, first 
sonal security, greater religious toleration, economic pointed post-Stalin March governmental reorgani- 
planning consistent with national resources, sharply in- zation, relieved his post and replaced 
creased emphasis consumer goods, rewards for both 
independent and kolkhoz peasants, revived limited Minister Crop Collection issues decree 
free enterprise, for peasants leave lifting the restrictions the marketing wine. 
uly kolkhozes the fall they wish so. Vladimir Dekanozov, presumably associate 
Polish Government raises the prices paid for the Beria, removed from the Bureau the Georgian 
purchase certain types fattened cattle supplied Communist Party and from the Georgian MVD, and 
excess compulsory quotas. replaced Major-General Yefimov, known 
Soviet Army political leader. 
Czechoslovak Government revokes harsh decree an- Ranking Soviet military leaders, including Marshals 
nounced June punishing absenteeism. Central Zhukov, Vasilievsky, and Sokolovsky, convene with 
Council Trade Unions appeals workers elim- Communist Party aktiv USSR Ministry Defense 
inate absenteeism and promises Government good re- and announce their approval the Beria ouster and 
sults from its appeal. their support the Malenkov government. 
East German Federation Trade Unions indicates appointed Minister In- 
that increase factory workers’ norms will per- ternal Affairs April 1953, relieved his post, and 
mitted, even should workers “voluntarily” request replaced his predecessor, Strokach. 
arty Hoxha, General Secretary the Albanian 
Response Nagy’s July 4th address press Soviet Workers’ Party, new economic policy 
sphere scant. Only brief mention Pravda (Mos- designed improve the standard living the 
tof cow). The only exception Rude Pravo (Prague) Albanian people. Decrees cancellation 1942-52 
which rather extensive account printed. quota arrears grain, wool, eggs, and other products. 
hese shortages basic consumers’ necessities Bucharest, 1952 and 
chief urban centers. 
Hungarian Minister Agriculture issues decree re- 
ducing taxes and delivery quotas farmers stricken “We must adopt not higher and not the former rate 
natural disaster. but considerably reduced tempo industrialization 
which will enable step output consumer 
ance, Pravda (Moscow) announces that domestic trade turn- goods end still 
over will increase more than billion rubles over 
and above the amount contemplated the Five Year 
Plan. “We have need tackle task that would be- 
powerful Soviet Minister Internal Security and First 
the 


Deputy Premier, announced Malenkov session Chervenkov, September 


plenum Central Committee CPSU. Beria 
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lieved all Party and governmental positions, and 
charged with the commission “grave errors.” His 
Shatalin, and Khrushchev. 


Polish Premier Boleslaw Bierut address delivered 
anniversary Lublin Manifesto, states that in- 
dividual farming remain the principal basis 
Polish agriculture “for long time come,” and 
promises “greater agronomical and technical aid 
individual farms.” 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) publishes report showing 
underfulfillment economic plan for second quarter 
1953, and particular, the lagging production 
coal, pyrite, steel, lead, cement, and other products. 

Sweeping reorganization Albanian Government 
decided upon meeting Central Committee Al- 
banian Workers’ Party. Omer Nishani, figure-head 
President, replaced Hadje Leche. Mehmet Shehu 
relieved Party Secretaryship, but appointed 
Deputy Premier. 


General amnesty decreed Hungarian Presidium, 
covering non-political prisoners. Decree grants par- 
dons along same pattern general amnesties pro- 
claimed earlier the USSR and Romania. 


Two leading East German Communists are ousted 
from the SED Politburo for their alleged “defeatism”: 
Wilhelm Zaisser, Minister State Security, and Ru- 
dolf Herrnstadt, editor Neues Deutschland (Ber- 
lin). Hurgary, the position Secretary Gen- 
eral the Party eliminated, but position 
seems 

Pravda (Moscow) publishes new thesis the his- 
tory the CPSU, replacing the earlier “Short Course” 
history. Exalts Lenin Stalin’s expense, and men- 
tions none the present leaders the Soviet Union. 

Leonid Melnikov, dismissed First Secretary 
the Ukranian Communist Party June for 
“Russification” Western districts Ukraine, ap- 
pointed Soviet Ambassador Romania. 


Decree Bulgarian Government reduces income taxes 
10-22 per cent income over 10,000 leva, chiefly 
benefiting higher Party and Governmental officials. 


Premier Otto Grotewohl the East German Demo- 
cratic Republic reports SED Central Committee, 
denies report that ultimate goal Socialism has been 
abandoned, but says that incorrect “speed 
the establishment Socialism administrative and 
coercive methods.” Criticizes those who compare pres- 
ent “new course” with Soviet NEP the 

Premier Byelorussia Kleschev removed from 
his post and replaced Mazurov. 


AUGUST 


The Bulgarian Government announces extensive price 
cuts consumer goods, ranging from five per 
cent. Basic foodstuffs are reduced average 
eight per cent, and luxury items such tea, coffee, 
and fruit average per cent. 

Czechoslovak President Antonin Zapotocky delivers 
address which criticizes collectivization forced 
“administrative measures,” admits that the regime has 


made “several mistakes for which must pay 
ourselves,” and promises that the regime will not 
hinder peasants wishing leave kolkhozes. But leav- 
ing the kolkhozes will not help the long run. 
few years “you will have re-establish these coopera- 
tives from which you escape today.” 


Enver Hoxha, Albanian boss, delivers speech Fifth 
People’s Assembly which outlines new course 
for Albania including simplified governmental ap- 
paratus, abundance foodstuffs, more housing, greater 
surplus for peasantry, and increased agricultural in- 
vestment. 

Hungarian Council Ministers issues decree per- 
mitting those who have joined kolkhozes previous 
two years leave them, and assures them plots from 
State Reserve lands. Also lifts some restrictions 
the renting lands, and cancels many debts owed 
kolkhozes and independent farmers MTS. 


Soviet Minister Finance Zverev presents the 
new budget and agricultural law the Supreme 
Soviet. The budget reflects the new stress consumer 
goods. Peasants excused from making good past fail- 
ures meet deliveries the State. But tax raised 
per cent those who fail fulfill the prescribed 
minimum workdays per year. 


Editorial Szabad Nep (Budapest) reaffirms de- 
termination Hungarian Government maintain 
kolkhozes intact, recent concessions notwithstanding. 
Included sharp denunciation those who wish 
leave kolkhozes “kulak elements.” 


Soviet Premier Malenkov delivers major policy 
speech the Supreme Soviet, introducing into the 
USSR the “conciliatory” line already announced for 
East Germany, Hungary, and Albania. Declares em- 
phasis heavy industry will reduced favor 
consumer goods industry and agriculture production, 
that greater incentives must developed for the peas- 
antry, and that one the primary tasks the regime 
produce degree abundance within two 
three years else imperil itself. Announces Soviet 
possession hydrogen bomb. 


Hungarian Presidium issues decree facilitate the 
issuance trade licenses and permitting tradesmen 
hire three employees. 


Decree Polish Presidum permits those peasants who 
meet 1953 obligations pay arrears their taxes 

Romanian Council Ministers orders increase 
the price paid the State for wines and natural 
liquors produced private individuals with whom 
the State contract. 

Romanian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigore Preo- 
teasa tells Western journalists that rationing will “soon 
abolished,” but that necessary preconditions must 
first achieved. Hints that work the monumental 
Black Sea-Danube Canal has been halted. 

Yemelyanov replaced head the Azer- 
baijan MVD Guskov. 

Soviet Ministry Consumer Goods and Food In- 
dustries announces that textile production will 
doubled over that 1940; shoes produced 
times the quantity. 
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Hungarian Council Ministers cancels portion 
production credit debts still outstanding after October 
$1, 1953, and extends the deadline for payment 
other credits. 


Czechoslovak Minister Agriculture Josef Nepomucky 
delivers threatening address which attacks 
those “kulak elements” who wish leave kolkhozes. 

Czechoslovak Government announces 34-day sale 
certain textiles, hardware goods, furniture and other 
items prices reduced average per cent. 

Hungarian Workers’ Party undergoes further reor- 
ganization. Mihaly Farkas, former Minister Defense 
dismissed June 27th shake-up, reappears new 
member the Party Secretariat, joining 
Rakosi, Lajos Acs and Bela Veg. 

Byelorussian Supreme Soviet Presidium dismisses 
Mikhail Dechko, appointed May, Minister 
Internal Affairs. Appoints Mikhail Baskakov, who 
had held the post immediately following death. 


Hungarian Government releases the “imperialist spies” 
Vincenzo Sciotto and Edgar Sanders, and permits their 
return the West. 


Albanian Government announces the allocation 
credit for workers who wish build their own homes. 


Hungarian Council Ministers temporarily suspends 
right sell corn, potatoes, sunflower seeds and wine 
the free market, revoking part the decree 
July 14th. 


The Government the USSR declares that 
January Ist, 1954, Germany will freed all fur- 
ther payments reparations the Soviet Union. 


Soviet Government agrees release 5,374 former 
German Prisoners War held the Soviet Union. 

Romanian Premier Gheorghiu-Dej introduces the 
“new course” into Romania, stressing, has become 
the Satellite custom, the necessity for immediate 
rise the standard living. Admits that the 
past there was “too large volume capital invest- 
ment relation the national income,” promises 
greater assistance kolkhozes and independent farm- 
ers, predicts doubling consumer goods’ invest- 
ment 1955, says that additional credit will ex- 
tended craftsmen’s cooperatives and private artisans, 
and plans the reduction communal taxes water, 
electricity, sewage, and schools. 

Azerbaijan Supreme Soviet approves the appoint- 
ment Anatoly Guskov Minister Internal 
Affairs, and the dismissal Aga Salim Atakishiyev 
who was appointed the post April 1953. 

The new Kremlin line-up revealed Soviet oli- 
garchy reviews annual air force demonstration. Malen- 
kov first, then Molotov, then Khrushchev. Sus- 
lov joins top ranks, evidently having replaced the re- 
Suslov placed between Shvernik and 
Ponamarenko. 


The Polish Government agrees the cancellation 
reparations from Germany, following example set 
USSR August 20th. 


Radio Budapest deplores continued workers’ absen- 
teeism, demands more regard for work discipline. 


“The Soviet people are right demand from 
durable, well-finished and high-quality goods. must 
answer this demand 


“ 
. 


rapid increase the material and cultural levels the 


life the people, force every means the develop- 
ment our light industry.” 


Malenkov, August 


The Lithuanian Supreme Soviet Presidium dismisses 
Kondakov, who was appointed April 1953, 
Minister Internal Affairs. Appoints Vild- 
ziunas the post. 


Pravda (Moscow) publishes article which states 
that the heavy industry sector the Soviet economy 
must continue outweigh the consumer goods sector, 
despite the modifications outlined Aug- 
ust 8th speech. Heavy industrial development since 
1940, said the article, has grown three times fast 
that the consumer goods industry. 


Hungarian Presidium reduces autumn quotas hoed 
crops per cent; lifts marketing restrictions 
bread grains, sunflower seeds and potatotes. 


SEPTEMBER 


Pravda (Moscow) announces new regulations designed 
end irregular and lengthy working hours white- 
collar employees government institutions. With 
the death Joseph Stalin, Moscow returns normal 
daylight working hours. 

The Czechoslovak Government announces rise 
bulk buying prices paid kolkhozes and inde- 
pendent farms, without parallel increase retail 
prices. 


The Hungarian Council Ministers resolves that 
loans 10,000 forints may extended inde- 
pendent craftsman. 

Khrushchev delivers speech the Central 
Committee the CPSU the agricultural situation. 
dealing particularly with inadequate development 
livestock the USSR. Employing data never before 
made public, Khrushchev stated that livestock produce 
1952 did not equal the last pre-collectivization year 
1928. remedy the situation proposed higher 
state procurement prices, lowered norms for compul- 
sory deliveries, increased workday wages, and the 
general relaxation the stress hitherto placed 
heavy industry. The food crisis must remedied, 


The Albanian Council Ministers revises policy 
the collection income taxes, writing off entirely ac- 
cumulated obligatory income taxes kolkhozes and 
their members, including 1952 taxes. General dis- 
crimination tax cuts favor those farmers with 
least possessions. 


Romanian Council Ministers decrees extensive ag- 
ricultural reforms: reduction delivery quotas 
all crops (except grain) 25-50 per cent for both 
kolkhozes and independent farmers; tax exemption 
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revenues obtained from above-norm production 
various crops; tax exemptions for those with large 
families, invalids, etc.; reduction per cent 
taxes levied sales cooperative organizations and 
per cent taxes levied free market sales; aboli- 
tion taxes revenues obtained from land rented 
from local people’s councils not exceeding 0.25 acres; 


reduction taxes water per cent, and can- 
cellation arrears 1952 compulsory delivery 
quotas many crops. 

Polish President Bierut asserts that, although col- 
lectized farming will continue, individual peasantry 
remains the basis Polish agriculture and, such, 
can expect increased aid from the State. 


Election Khrushchev First Secretary the 
CPSU, the heels his long and important speech 
the livestock question. 


Bulgarian Premier Vulko officially intro- 
duces Bulgaria the “new course.” Promises im- 
mediate rise living standards, balanced develop- 
ment light and heavy industry, tax reductions, and 
other concessions kolkhoz and independent peas- 
antry. Requests “normalization” relations with 
Balkan neighbors and with U.S.A. 


Hungarian Council Ministers issues decree permit- 
ting non-skilled workers who have found work 
light and many heavy industries the past two years 
return their kolkhozes they wish so, 
written request kolkhoz management. 


Hungarian Council Ministers increases prices 
paid farmers growing crops State contract, and 
cancels outstanding contract debts and unpaid for- 
feits. 


Extensive reorganization Czechoslovak governmen- 
tal structure announced, following recent Soviet pat- 
terns, and coinciding with promulgation new 
“moderate” economic policy. Ministerial posts reduced 
from 33; deputy Premiers from four. Min- 
ister Agriculture Nepomucky and Minister Na- 
tional Security Bacilek (associated with harsh collec- 
tivization and police policies are among 
those relieved their posts. 

Czechoslovak Premier Viliam Siroky inaugurates 
“new course” Czechoslovakia address before Na- 
tional Assembly. Announces slow-down develop- 
ment heavy industry and rapid improvement 
consumer goods situation. Promises “scrupulous ad- 
herence the laws” the country. Assures peasants 
that collectivization will proceed voluntary basis, 
and speaks further aid for independent peasants. 


Presidium the Romanian National Assembly issues 
decrees cancelling school, hospitalization, court, and 
additional minor fees paid State institutions. All 
debts owed for the payment such fees prior Janu- 
ary 1953 are waived. 

Central Committee the Hungarian Workers’ 
Party announces new harvest system (quotas com- 
puted three years advance, basis actual acre- 
age, etc.) and orders the reduction compulsory de- 
livery quotas. 

Hungarian Council Ministers issues set decrees 
detailing extensive privileges kolkhoz farmers. 


Credit facilities expanded, state aid farm im- 
provement increased, medical facilities 
rapidly developed. 

Hungarian Council Cooperative Farms draws 
new standard by-laws for kolkhozes, extending size 
individual household plots and increasing private live- 
stock ownership. same time wording suggests that 
all “socially primitive” collectives types and 
are transformed into true kolkhozes type III. 


Hungarian Minister Agriculture Andras Hegedus, 
speaks Budapest, stresses the necessity for increas- 
ing income both kolkhoz and independent farm- 
ers. Warns those who want quit kolkhozes after 
harvest that they will “realize time that they have 
acted unwisely,” because ultimately the kolkhozes will 
prosperous. Reminds peasants that only kolkhoz 
peasants will receive chief quota reductions, and that 
equipment withdrawn from kolkhozes will have 
paid for full market prices. 

Scanteia (Bucharest) announces per cent reduc- 


tion fees paid state nurseries and children’s 
homes. 


must revise plan targets order safeguard 
well-balanced development the various branches 
our economy. The government has come the 
conclusion that the successful results building and 
construction our industry permit the giving greater 


attention the increase consumption and the safe- 
guarding improved living standards for the popula- 
tion and slow down the tempo development in- 


vestment construction heavy industry.” 


Viliam Siroky, Sept. 


Polish Deputy Premier Tadeusz Gede scotches ru- 
mors that, following Hungarian and Soviet precedents, 
there will upward revision prices paid 
Polish State for agricultural commodities. The cir- 
culation these rumors had caused peasants with- 
hold deliveries. 


East German Deputy Premier Walter Ulbricht delivers 
address demanding greater output from workers with- 
out commensurate wage increases order that “con- 
sumer prices may cut.” Rejects workers’ demand 
for higher wages and fewer hours; warns that some 
wages are far too high. Mentions that trial would 
soon commence coal officials implicated June 
uprisings. 


Bulgarian Premier Vulko Chervenkov releases open 
letter kolkhoz farmer who criticized Party func- 
tionaries who ignore local conditions and opinions. 
says that commanding attitude and callous 
policy can only harmful this time.” calls for 
“subtle, able, and responsive leadership.” 


Premier Soviet Georgia Bakradze, appointed 
April 1953, dismissed for not having “responded 
properly” the indictment Beria state crim- 
inal. Dzhavakhishvili named his place. This 
purge, evidently conducted Shatalin for the 


Central Committee CPSU, was accompanied 
shake-up other Georgian ministries. 


Radio Brasov (Romania) announces Government 
plans reexamine the tax schedule imposed small 
artisans and handicraftsmen, presumably with view 
lowering it. 


Rigid new Romanian election law decreed, indicat- 
ing that Communist control over political organs 
remain unaffected. 

Purge Autonomous Region Daghestan, border- 
ing the Georgian SSR, announced Moscow. 
Deputy Premiers Adzijev and Yusupov are dismissed; 
one new Vice Premier, Shakmiyev, appointed. Beria 
formally deprived his membership the Dag- 
hestan Soviet. 


USSR Council Ministers decrees measures for the 
further development livestock production, follow- 
ing lines Khrushchev’s report early September. 
Included reduction delivery quotas livestock 
produced for the State. 

Radio Warsaw announces that Cardinal Wyszynski 
exiled monastery and will longer per- 
mitted perform church functions. charged 
with creating atmosphere unrest and violating 
church-state agreement. 


Czechoslovak President Antonin Zapotocky addresses 
50,000 farmers and announces go-slow policy for col- 
lectivization. Peasants must brought into collec- 
tives, declares, not force but persuasion. 

Albanian Government offers concessions artisans 
and small businessmen decree providing that in- 
dustrial surpluses turned over them. Restric- 
tions bakers are lifted, new tax law for business- 
men promised, and permission grant short-term 
loans businessmen extended. 


Czechoslovak Government announces extensive price 
cuts consumer goods, ranging from five per 
cent, and covering over 20,000 products. 


Hungarian Premier Imre Nagy speaks Keckemet 
and says that although “three months ago the Gov- 
ernment program was merely promise today 
facts prove that the Government was determined 
carry out every point this program.” 
reiterates the regime’s belief that the only real road 
agricultural prosperity lies continued reliance upon 
cooperative farming. 

USSR Council Ministers issues decree the 
improvement potato and vegetable production 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes 1955. Among the meas- 
ures: increased mechanization; increased acreage 
devoted cabbage, cucumbers, tomatoes, onions; 
conversion 154 sovkhozes vegetable production; 
increase prices paid for vegetables; fewer 
restrictions free marketing products and con- 
tractual agreements with consumer cooperatives; better 
transportation facilities (even outside the Plan) 
easier credit from the State Bank. 

The USSR Council Ministers instructs num- 
ber Soviet armament factories under the Ministry 
Defense switch the production tractors. 

Two new ministries are created the Georgian 


SSR realize the new stepped-up program agri- 
culture and food production. The former Ministry 
Consumer Goods and Food Industries split into 
two ministries, following all-Union pattern reor- 
ganization. 


The Albanian Council Ministers decrees shorter 
working hours for employees all min- 
istries and state institutions except the Ministries 
Defense and Internal Affairs. 

The Bulgarian Council Ministers decrees shorter 
working hours all ministries and state institutions, 
and strict adherence the rules for overtime work 
and pay. 


OCTOBER 


Fourth group German prisoners-of-war held the 
Soviet Union released Soviet authorities, bring- 
ing total released since agreement 3,500. 

USSR Council Ministers issues decree the 
improvement the MTS, providing that skilled em- 
ployees attached MTS may not leave without per- 
mission. The Ministry Culture ordered re- 
cruit more agricultural specialists among university 
graduates serve MTS engineers. 

East German Council Ministers lays down prin- 
ciple responsibility” the government 
ministers for execution policies. Decree also states 
that personal responsibility individual ministers will 
increased. 


Fifteenth anniversary publication Stalin’s work 
Short History the CPSU (b), formerly the most 
important ideological tract the Communist book- 
shelf, neglected the Soviet press, and ignored al- 
together the satellite press. 


President German Democratic Republic Wilhelm 
Pieck addresses Communists fourth anniversary 
Republic, and denounces those who think “new 
course” not genuine and will not realized 
full. 

First anniversary the publication Stalin’s 
work, “The Economic Problems Socialism the 
USSR,” much-quoted prior his death, ignored 
Soviet and satellite press. The work itself has not been 
referred over three months. 


Albanian Council Ministers announces measures 
increase production consumer goods. Includes 
the establishment rural stores sell goods State 
prices, the granting short-term credits private 
handicraftsmen, and allowing fishermen and bakers 
sell the free market. 

Hungarian Council Ministers issues decree citing 
conditions under which kolkhozes may dissolved. 
Decree makes clear that regime, while maintaining 
promise, seeks make dissolution difficult and 
compensations meager possible. 


Pravda (Moscow) affirms its continued belief that 
the true basis Soviet agriculture the period 
“Socialism” the collective farm, recent concessions 
the household plots the collectives notwith- 
standing. Cites law August 5th which raises 
per cent the levy peasants who fail fulfill mini- 
mum workdays prescribed per year. 
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the rate industrialization has been forced, espe- 
cially regards heavy industry, which led the estab- 
lishment too large volume capital investment 
comparison with the national revenue, exceeding even 
the provisions the Five Year Plan.... 


“An unjust proportion between the two large Social 
funds into which the national revenue divided has 
and the con- 


been created: the accumulation fund 
sumption fund destined for the satisfaction the ma- 
terial and cultural needs the working people. This 
resulted unsatisfactory increase the living stand- 
ard the working people compared the general 


9-10 


9-12 


development national economy.” 


Gheorghiu-Dej, August 


Taeglische Rundschau, East German organ the So- 
viet Army, states that East German Government has re- 
voked the lowering workers’ norms decreed after the 
June demonstrations. 

East German Premier Otto Grotewohl speaks 
State Opera House Berlin, promises that the 
end 1953 everyone will feel improvement liv- 
ing standards result the “new course.” 


Szabad Nep (Budapest) complains shortcomings 
the fulfillment this year’s third-quarter Plan goals 
for production coal, iron, and steel. 


Bulgarian People’s Government decrees the remission 
many types debts owed kolkhozes and their 
numbers. Decree cancels arrears taxes and reduces 
insurance premiums 10-30 per cent. 


Trial American-directed Romanian “spies and 
saboteurs” charged with parachuting into Romania 
with explosives, arms, and other equipment destined 
for subversive organization known “Jak.” Six are 
sentenced death, the rest long prison terms. 


Szabad Nep (Budapest) demands more democratic 
atmosphere kolkhoz meetings, says, that the opinions 
kolkhoz members who were formerly “middle farm- 
ers” should given full consideration because they 
are farmers “with wide experience who understand 
the finer points agriculture.” 


Bulgarian Communist Party Central Committee issues 
directives improve agricultural production, provid- 
ing 600 million leva grant kolkhozes for improve- 
ments 1953-54; 200 million leva grant per annum 
thereafter. Investments agriculture for second Five 
Year Plan (1953-7) double that first Five 
Year Plan. 

Bulgarian Government grants remittances the 
following arrears: income taxes kolkhozes De- 
cember 31, 1952; insurance premiums; debts owed 
MTS kolkhozes; and certain types individual 
debts state institutions. Promises 13,000 tractors for 
kolkhozes 1957. 

Shvernik, Chairman the USSR All-Union 
Council Trade Unions, speaking before the Third 
Congress the IFTU Vienna, forecasts the de- 
livery 500,000 tractors the MTS and State Farms 
between 1954 and 1957. 


Hungarian Council Ministers permits producers’ 
cooperatives and independent farmers enter into 
free and unsupervised contracts directly with state 
enterprises and restaurants for the sale surplus 
fattened pigs. 


Radio Prague admits that period 1948-52 Czecho- 
slovakia “tightened its belt” order develop 
heavy industry, though the “Slansky gang” was par- 
tially responsible for light industry lag. 

Central Committee Bulgarian Communist Party 
calls for decisive upsurge agricultural production, 
demands large increase production livestock, 
milk, wool, and other products 1957. Agricultural 
investment planned sector doubled sec- 
ond Five Year Plan (1953-57), and MTS specialists 
bound their posts (thus following Soviet 
decree MTS Oct. 1953). 

Presidium Polish Sejm permits the substitution 
vegetable products (beans, peas, corn, etc.) for 
compulsory cereal deliveries, thus easing peasants’ 
task fulfilling state quotas. 


East German Council Ministers issues decree re- 
ducing income taxes paid those earning less than 
month. 


Reorganization Romanian Government. Ministry 
Food Industries and Ministry Meat, Fish, and 
Dairy Industries are merged under direction Petre 
Borila, former Chairman State Control Commis- 
sion. Ousted Ministers Dumitru Diaconescu and Pascu 
Stefanescu receive new posts. 


Hungarian church weekly Evangelikus Elet announces 
three-year postponement the government-planned 
per cent slice subsidies the Protestant Church. 

Hungarian Council Ministers issues decree 
improvement living conditions coal miners, pro- 
viding for increased miners’ canteen allotments, im- 
proved bus transportation, and “definite” completion 
miners’ housing project end 1953. 


Hungarian Central Statistical Office reports third 
quarter economic achievements. Alleges per cent 
rise consumption industrial consumer goods over 
1952 due price reduction, per cent increase 
sale certain food items over second quarter 
better harvest barley and wheat than 1951, but 
admits “serious shortcomings” the use funds 
for workers’ protection and sanitation. 

Czechoslovak Minister Health Joseph Plojhar, 
speaking before conference the puppet People’s 
(Catholic) Party, states that concessions private 
farmers are not “step backward,” but that, the 
long run, efficiency large-scale kolkhozes will prove 
their greater worth. 

Hungarian Council Ministers provides that kolk- 
hozes granted credits for construction 100,000 
cubic meters silos; instructs Ministry Finance 
grant kolkhozes and independent peasants credit 
for entire cost materials used silo construction 
instead per cent previously granted. 


Presidium the Romanian National Assembly de- 
crees transfer 440,000 hectares state reserve lands 
kolkhozes and poor and landless “working peasants.” 
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Eugen Varga, Communist economist once castigated 
for optimistic view economy after World War 
II, publishes article Pravda (Moscow) predicting 
imminent “end boom” the United States. Sur- 
pluses consumer goods and agricultural produce are 
leading, says, economic catastrophe. 


Fiftieth Anniversary the Communist Party cele- 
brated USSR Academy Sciences. Pospelov, 
member Party Secretariat, delivers report entitled 
“Fifty Years the CPSU.” Party theoretician, 
Konstantinov, discusses the “role the masses and 
personalities” history, creating further ideological 
backing for collective leadership. 


Organization “patriotic” priests and laymen or- 
ganized Poland known the National Front 
Committee Catholics. The well-known collabora- 
tor Rev. Jan Czuj elected head the new organiza- 
tion’s Presidium. 


The Hungarian Government announces plan for the 
further improvement miners’ food supplies. 

Soviet Radio celebrates (ten days late) four months 
the “new course” East Germany, claiming that 
the new policies have begun fulfill their aim 
“improving considerably, the shortest time possible 
the standard living the workers, peasants, 
and intelligentsia.” 


Czechoslovak Premier Siroky, announcing that the 
regime has assumed direct supervision the National 
Committees reiterates the planks the “new course,” 
designed bring agriculture the “general level 
the national economy,” insure the improvement 
public services, and facilitate the supply consumer 
goods. “We have grounds for complacency,” 
concludes, the workers are long way from 
getting all the goods they ought getting.” 


Soviet Council Ministers issues decree ordering 
per cent increase consumer goods 1954 (over 
1950) instead the per cent increase 1955 en- 
visioned the Five Year Plan approved the 19th 
Party Congress. The distributive system sharply 
criticized speech Mikoyan, and vast improve- 
ments 1956 are urgently demanded. 

Decree provides for increase meat products 
1956 over 1950 2.6 times; fish products, 2.3 times; 
vegetable oils, 2.8 times; sugar, 2.4 times; bicycles, 
times, etc. Ministry Trade ordered make 
“exhaustive study the demand the popu- 
lation for goods,” evidently the first market research 
its kind made the Soviet Union. 


Albanian Council Ministers issues decree permit- 
ting peasants and small merchants collect and cut 
wood the state forests, condition that replant- 
ing forests carried same time. 


Polish Minister Agriculture Jan Dab-Kociol, 
lecture radioed peasantry, asserts that State “can- 
not reduce obligatory deliveries, because that would 
lead reduction supplies for the population, 
decrease industrial production cannot per- 
mitted.” 


“We can now bring the slogan the speeding 
the rise the living standard the working masses 
town and country the forefront our political and 
economic tasks because its implementation being made 


possible, ever greater extent, our achievements 


the expansion industry.” 


Boleslaw Bierut, Oct. 


Former German Field Marshal Frederick von Paulus, 
leader World War Two Soviet-sponsored “Commit- 
tee for Free Germany” after his capture Stalin- 
grad battle, released the Soviet Union, and travels 
East Germany. 


According Szabad Fold (Budapest) Premier Imre 
Nagy, recent speech, admitted that agricultural 
lag Hungary still far from solution, that mistakes 
past policies still weigh heavily. Agricultural situa- 
tion not improved over that pre-war Hungary, 
and some respects worse condition. 


Polish President Boleslaw Bierut, addressing Central 
Committee Workers’ Party, introduces course” 
into Poland, the planks which are approved 
Party Congress, January 1954. The reforms are 
designed achieve “further improvement the 
living standard the working masses” and aim 
real wages workers and real peasant profits 
percent two years. Includes: Sharp increase 
agricultural production; revision quota deliveries 
help independent farmers and enable them 
develop cattle breeding; increase credits small 
and middle farmers. The USSR, concludes, pro- 
vides “splendid example” how formulate and 
conduct the new program. 


Soviet Minister Industrial Consumer Goods 
Kosygin, speaking conference light industry work- 
ers Moscow, forecast strenuous efforts meet 
Party program for immediate improvement quality 
and supply consumer goods. 

Czechoslovak Ministers Finance and Agriculture 
issue decree granting increased financial aid co- 
operatives and individual farmers. Interest rates re- 
duced, moratorium payment certain loans de- 
clared, and various subsidies granted. 


Supreme Soviet the Georgian Republic dismisses 
Chairman Tskhovrebashvilli and replaces him 
with Chubinidze, and confirms other changes 
made preceding months. 


Resolution Central Committee the Hungarian 
Workers’ Party asserts that reforms July and August 
have not been implemented many party and gov- 
ernment functionaries due their “attachment the 
old order things, the old routine.” Most vigorous 
resistance the reforms has been encountered among 
officials heavy industry. end must made 
this vacillation,” the resolution says, and under- 
standing must reached with the farmers, “particu- 
larly the middle farmers,” that two three years 
abundance may created. Local officials who exceed 
their authority are severely criticized. 
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Some Place Hide 


The self-sufficient peasant symbol individualism the Communist police states Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe. The following description conditions and attitudes isolated 
Polish rural community, based information provided former farmhand who escaped 
across the border into Germany and was subsequently interviewed Munich, shows micro- 
cosm the subtle but effective peasant resistance throughout the entire Satellite area. 


hamlet Limanow like island by-passed 
the current time. situated far from the 
main roads, and world news reaches only thin 

echo. There are strangers Limanow, the war did 

not alter the timeless appearance the village, and 

its life flows according the usual pattern rural life, 
marked only dawn and sundown, sowing 
vesting. 

“Until the outbreak the war, five German and 
ten Polish families lived harmony Limanow. They 
were good neighbors one another and the winter, 
when the roads were covered with snow, the peasants 
took turns taking the children school sledges. Dur- 
ing the Nazi occupation, the Polish families were evicted. 
Now the Germans are longer there, having had leave 
their property 1945. 

“Externally, however, little has changed the hamlet. 


One the former German farms was taken over Pole 
from Central Poland, and the remainder the abandoned 
land was divided among the inhabitants that now each 
them owns from 50-100 acres. 

“The hamlet lies between small river and lake one 
side and forest the other. The houses are built 
both sides the road, hidden among willow and poplar 
trees. narrow, bumpy road the only means com- 
munication with the rest the world. There tele- 
phone and electricity. 

“This remote location favors the farmers Limanow 
carrying out their particular form resistance. Al- 
though they work hard fill their quotas for the State 
and improve their own property, they ignore the rest 
the world and they don’t concern themselves with politics. 
fact they adopt what might called solid anti-po- 
litical front. The government inspectors who occasionally 
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visit the place are given identical information each 
house. Obviously all the people the hamlet know who 
has hidden potatoes illegally slaughtered hog, but they 
keep quiet. The inspectors are unable break through 
this wall silence. 

“During sporadic visits with neighbors, the peasants talk 
about prices and quotas, cattle, weather, the usual coun- 
tryfolk gossip. Those who the market Wednesday 
nights bring back news about the whole district—and this 
when they express fear that the regime will try force 
them form collective farm. 

“This attitude the part the peasants makes al- 
most impossible for the Communists indoctrinate the 
youth the hamlet with Marxist ideology. What the 
children hear school the ZMP [Polish Youth Or- 
ganization] they soon forget home. 

“The life Limanow hamlet very simple. There 
enough food that nobody hungry; clothing can 
bought when needed; the land and livestock are perfect 
condition. There are modern diversions—no movies, 
radio. Even the school, post office and cemetery are 
the neighboring village. There machinery the 
hamlet except for one threshing machine, pulled team 
four horses. Mowing hand-done, with scythe. All 
this means that every inhabitant has work from dawn 
till dark. 

“The only exception this routine was the newcomer 
from Central Poland, man about named Emil 
Josef. Josef was not familiar with the soil the area; 
had help running his 25-acre farm except his wife 
and son; moreover, was not the most diligent 
workers. result, his land and farm were not pros- 
perous those the other peasants. 

“Tt difficult for stranger establish himself small 


place like Limanow, and Josef made even harder for 
himself taking politics. There were books the 
hamlet with the exception prayer books, but Josef sub- 
scribed the Communist publication Robotnik Rolny. 
His neighbors didn’t want know anything about world 
events. When Josef tried talk some them was 
answered with blank stares, murmuring, and feigned won- 
der. They preferred not talk all, and they ostra- 
cized him. 

“This reaction indicative the peasants’ general fear 
that any contact with the outside world will provide the 
regime with opportunity interfere with their lives. 
They hope that their isolation will save them from the 


‘corruption the world’s slow stain’. 


Connecticut Yankee Hungary 


discover why Hungarian readers still favor “Western trash” and abstain 


from the “new Socialist the Hungarian newspaper Nepszava commis- 
sioned reporter investigate the problem and organize “literary evenings” 
the so-called holiday homes. October the investigator reported: “At Parad- 
furdo gave talk the decline bourgeois literature, comparing our-new 
Socialist literature. When had finished, humble peasant woman described the 
books that were popular her village. the books which appeared during the 
Horthy regime, she observed: ‘More was written about love and human feelings.’ 

“We must take note her remarks,” Nepszava declared. “Readers miss, and 
with good reason, descriptions deep, tender feelings and the love interest which 
absent from our literature. 

“Another request, frequently heard, was made ironmonger who com- 
plained: can hardly ever find humorous book, one that will make laugh 
out loud. readers want entertained, want laugh. While reading 
Mark Twain’s stories had many good laugh—why can’t have amusing writing 
like that our literature?” 
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Political Report 


Restatement 


ITHOUT any previous announcement the Central 
Committee the Hungarian Workers’ Party held 

plenary session October which Matyas 
Rakosi delivered Politburo report the execution 
the June resolutions. 

The most striking part the report was Rakosi’s ac- 
count Party opposition the new course. revealed 
that many Party members and economic functionaries had 
failed implement the new program because they con- 
sidered the present emphasis agriculture the expense 
industry rightist deviation. attempt appease 
recalcitrant Party members and prove that the Party 
has always been consistent terms its policies and 
goals, Rakosi declared that the New Course not new— 
“not the beginning NEP many people think.” 
said that the New Course, which similar NEP, had 
been applied Hungary ever since the Communists took 
power, but that had been restricted that its effective- 
ness was reduced. Furthermore, the party had made errors 
carrying out this policy. With the abolition food ra- 
tioning December 1951, Rakosi said, many restrictions 
had been removed, but then the Party had made several 
mistakes: 


“In that situation the principal task judiciously 
applying the NEP consisted aiding and bolstering 
agricultural production all possible means and 
such way induce the individual producer and the 
great majority peasants bring the largest possible 
meet increased needs cutting down the quantities 
products which the peasantry could sell the free 
market. And top all, granted less and less artifi- 
cial fertilizer, fewer implements and mechanical services 
individually working peasants forming the large ma- 
jority the agricultural population—a policy which did 
not, course, facilitate increase production. The 
cumulative effect all this was that peasants were dis- 
inclined increase production. addition, thou- 
sands individually working peasants simply left the 
land and went into industry and state farms where they 
were better off. Hence the measures taken the present 
stage our Party and Government have not im- 
plemented NEP but have merely remedied the mistakes 
had previously committed applying the new eco- 
nomic policy,” 


Rakosi said that the greatest obstacles realizing the 
Party program were the inertia and resistance Party 
members and economic officials. “Some Party members,” 
said, “regard the slowdown industrial development 
retrogressive step, see the support granted agri- 


culture and the peasantry rightist policy, and consider 
deviation from the correct road Socialist industry.” 
Rakosi insisted that such ideas are likely cause serious 
harm and that any policy which promotes “the well-being 


the whole working people” hardly step backwards. 


“The workers understood that all these decisions serve 
their interests and are aimed raising the prosperity 
the working people and, above all, the industrial 
working class. However there are some comrades 
who are now faced with new problems and duties 
consequence the regrouping—with duties and tasks 
they have never before had and for whose realization 
they have had appropriate experience. Thus they 
have suddenly become frightened. They 
bornly insist their old ideas, overestimate the difficul- 
ties resulting from regrouping and readjustment, and 
start work hesitantly and slowly. Many others are hin- 
dered [by the fact] that they bear mind only their 
own limited sphere duties. They care only about 
their own economic organs and make effort con- 
sider their tasks from the standpoint the entire Social- 
ist people’s economy. The doubt, sluggishness reluc- 
tance such economic leaders often nourished 
the enemy who even supplies arguments for such 
attitude. also have economic leaders who are the 
slaves their own old ideas. Our present new eco- 
nomic policy not retreat but advance this 
stretch the only correct path the continuous build- 
ing Socialism.” 


“Solicitude for the Masses” 


After pointing out that the new course was neither new 
nor rightist, Rakosi declared that more attention must 
paid worker and peasants needs, the development 
domestic and foreign trade, and propaganda within 
the collectives. “Party organizations the collectives,” 
said, “function weakly many cases and the councils 
and state organs not even remotely help this important 
and decisive phase Socialist reconstruction the vil- 
lage.” Rakosi stated that not quite percent the col- 
lective groups are dissolving, but that over 3,000 new 
members have joined this fall, and that the anti-collective 
forces “have been pushed back degrees.” those who 
left, said, many had been recent members unused 
collective work and others had been middle peasants dis- 
appointed the collectives’ struggle beginners’ prob- 
lems and childhood diseases.” addition, many had been 
forced into the collectives instead “having been won 
over persuasion.” 
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the conclusion his speech, Rakosi emphasized that 
the Party must continue reinforce its ties with the peo- 
ple, develop criticism and self-criticism, Party democracy 
and collective leadership. “Solicitude for the well being 
our people constitutes the supreme law our Party and 
Government.” 


the basis Rakosi’s report, the Central Committee 
drafted resolution much the same vein. blamed 
Party members for the fact that greater progress carry- 
ing out the new program had not been made. “Some 
economic and Party officials even oppose carrying 
out the policy the Government. Things like this 
the Planning Office, the Min- 
istry Heavy Industry, the Metallurgy and Machine In- 
dustry, well the Party Central Committee apparatus 


and the planning and financial departments. the in- 


terests speedier realization the Party’s June decision, 


the wrangling and noticeable opposition some places 


must stopped immediately.” 
The Central Committee stated that agriculture will 
emphasized “for the next two three years” and that 


ensure the success this policy there must reorganiza- 


tion basic industrial production and investments. Pro- 
duction farm equipment must increased, the quality 
light industrial goods and food production improved, 
and the greatest economy exercised finance, raw materials 
and power. “We must set firm Socialist work disci- 
pline, and technological and wage disciplines.” The Cen- 
tral Committee also stressed that more care must taken 
for worker conditions and that labor laws must modified 
give workers and employees greater rights. Wages and 
working conditions the mining and metal industries 
must improved and minimum wages revised. 

discussing consumer benefits, the Central Committee 
revealed that the Government had ordered second reduc- 
tion prices affecting about 800 clothing articles and 
10,000 consumer goods. “The people are thus saving 
yearly sum billion forints.” addition, percent 
the 1954 national income will allocated public 
supply contrasted with the percent allocated 1953. 

connection with Rakosi’s report, the Communist press 


Political Report 


ASINCERE 
The introduction the New Course Hung 

July this year has been felt the field litera- 

ture well politics. result, the following 


poem appeared Ujsag (Budapest), 
August 1953: 


results, enthusiasm, and did not see how 
people carry their shoulders 

the heavy, overwhelming burden their fate. 


“The frank complaints did not reach me, 

the complaints which tell decreasing wages, 
about peasants who deliver their products 
and live distrust and privation. 


referred him for the first time the Number One 
Secretary the Central Committee. Until June 27, 1953, 
Rakosi was Secretary General the Hungarian Workers’ 
Party. the post Secretary General was abolished 
and replaced three-member Secretariat. fourth 
member was appointed August, and the Secretariat be- 
came the Secretariat the Central Committee well. 
The fact that Rakosi was mentioned Number One man 
indicates that still retains his former power despite the 
present emphasis leadership. 

the same session, the Central Committee appointed 
Antal Apro Politburo member. 1948, Apro was made 
General Secretary the Trade Union Council, and 
July 1953, became first Deputy Minister Construc- 
tion and Presidium member. Since Apro’s recent ap- 
pointment, the Politburo numbers eleven members. 

The Central Committee also announced that the Third 
Congress the Hungarian Workers’ Party will con- 
vened April 1954, and that elections Party function- 
aries throughout the country will held January and 
February. The Congress and the elections are probably 
for the purpose installing new Party officials carry 
out the Nagy program. This obviously necessary the 
light the above criticism internal Party opposition. 


False Economy 


False teeth are for “professional use only” Communist Czechoslovakia. The 
National Bank has stipulated that precious metals for dentures may given out 
only “glass-blowers, musicians who play wind instruments, and others for whom 
the loss front teeth professional calamity,” 
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The Post-Mortem Glow 


its November, 1951 annual meeting Vienna, the 
Kremlin-sponsored World Peace Council proposed 
that countries the peace camp pay homage “all 

immortal geniuses progressive mankind.” Mao Tse-Tung 
suggested that Victor Hugo celebrated “because ex- 
erted strong influence life.” Russian writer Ilya 
Ehrenburg named Leonardo Vinci, and courteous 
exchange, the delegate recommended the classic 
Russian author, Gogol. Avicenna, the 11th century Arab 
philosopher and scientist, was the final choice, proposed 
group doctors from all the peaceful countries.” 

Early the following year, celebrations were duly held 
all the Satellites; exhibitions were given, press and maga- 
zines carried lengthy articles; Hugo and Gogol’s works 
were reprinted; and Hungary, Gogol’s “Revisor” was 
performed numerous amateur youth theater groups. 
every case, the claim was made that this that genius 
held “progressive” Socialistic ideas, either because criti- 
cized his own society, sympathized with the working class, 
was anti-clerical. The Hungarian daily Magyar Nemzet 
March 1952 called Victor Hugo “the spiritual leader 
the French their tremendous love freedom”; 
Vinci “one the greatest interpreters Italy’s immortal 
Avicenna “the greatest representative progressive 
science the Middle-Eastern Arabic world.” for Gogol, 
was said “personify the creative genius the Rus- 
sian nation.” conclusion Magyar Nemzet wrote: 


“Celebrations these anniversaries Socialist work- 
ers throughout the world prove the universality and sig- 
nificance the peace movement from world-cultural 
point view. The fact that progressive humanity 

commemorates these four geniuses shows what 
extent world culture penetrated the Socialist peace 


The propaganda value this year’s crop “immortal 
geniuses,” again selected the World Peace Council and 
seconded Satellite and fellow-traveler delegates, even 
more obvious: Vincent Van Gogh because suffered 
poverty and privation during his lifetime, unrecognized 
the “capitalist society” his age; Ralph Waldo Emerson 
because attacked contemporary American society; 


Nicholas Copernicus because laid the foundation for 
“the scientific Francois Rabelais for the anti- 
clerical tendencies his work; K’u Juan, obscure 
Chinese poet whose birthplace was also that Mao 
Tse-Tung, and who spent much his life exile; Cuban 
poet Jose Marti because was revolutionary leader 
Cuba’s movement for independence. 

The reason for these celebrations all appears 
two-fold: they attempt link present Socialist science 
and art with traditional world-wide culture, and give 
the whole Communist “peace movement” cultural flavor. 
Beyond this, flaunting its love culture and its cele- 
bration cultural giants, the Kremlin seeks prove that 
capitalist countries, and particularly the United States, 
neglect the cultural demands the people, and that only 
the Communists are champions “true” culture.* This 
point made over and over again press articles devoted 
the celebrations. abusing capitalism the same 
breath that glorifies Communism, the Soviets apparently 
attempt make their point childishly clear. The Hun- 
garian daily, Magyar Nemzet, wrote this vein March 
1952: 


“While celebrate the great minds the world, 
their memory America, the home lies, debased 
and besmirched the so-called representatives Amer- 
ican ‘culture.’ American capitalists and their paid lackies 
the Marshalized countries their best ban the 
works the truly progressive representatives real art, 
see that these works reach the public dis- 
torted form.” 


the choices themselves, apparent that the Com- 
munists seek still another propaganda advantage: prove 
that these representatives the world’s cultural heritage 
were the side Socialism. The World Peace Council 
has been careful select artists who could, stretch 
the imagination, called “revolutionary” “progres- 
sive.” And further, has emphasized those works which 
best illustrate this point. 


interesting that its isolation the United States from 
“world culture,” the Soviet camp has still carefully placated both 
East and West, selecting representatives from both. 
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Rabelais 


article Rabelais, for example, his famous anti- 
clerical work, Gargantua Pantagruel, becomes “typical” 


his entire work. The Warsaw literary weekly Nowa 


Kultura for May 24, 1953, said that Gargantua represented 
the most progressive thought that epoch, that held 
humanistic world view, and essentially materialistic one. 


for Rabelais, “conquered and rejected the old world 
and became fighter and co-creator the new.” “His 
works,” Nowa Kultura added, “were rejected those 


who also renounced the cause progress, the cause 
development, the cause life itself. They were accepted 
progressive mankind its heritage. They have become 
the property all those who defend man and his rights.” 


addition numerous articles devoted Rabelais 


the Polish press, Polish translation his Gargantua was 
published this year. The Sofia paper Vecherni 
April 15, called Gargantua “the gospel young progres- 


sive forces who have yearned see their countries free 
from feudalism, anarchy and the Pope’s obscurantism.” 


Hungary’s academician Istvan Soter, however, had the 


most passioned remarks make Rabelais, spoken 


commemorative celebration held the Budapest Music 
Academy, and sponsored the National Peace Council 


and the Hungarian Academy Science. Soter’s address 


was reprinted Magyar Nemzet, April 14, 1953: 


“Rabelais the great humanist, the partisan 
peace who fought for progress passionately lashed 
out the senseless conquering plans and dreams 
world domination the feudal lords. However, 
claim his life work ours not only because branded 
conquering wars, but also because fought against 
darkness and obscurantism. Only we, the partisans 
peace, can really appreciate this great agitator educa- 
tion, the advocate progressive pedagogy. Today, great 
scientists and artists are truly appreciated only the 
country peace, the Soviet Union. May they, the great 
scientists and artists, the mediators among all peoples 
longing for one another, and who the crazy and intoxi- 
cated successors the conquest-thirsty King Picrocholes, 
whom Rabelais described with such burning hatred, are 
trying separate from one another.” 


Van Gogh 


“The prerequisite painting peasants become one 
them, feel and think they do.” 


These lines are quoted from the diary Vincent Van 
Gogh, the “people’s choice” (through the World Peace 
Council) this year because “he was painter toil and 
suffering, painter tragic landscape who all his life 
searched for joyous people and happy landscapes. 
time when these ideas had been forgotten people. 
[Przeglad Kulturalny (Warsaw), September 30, 1953]. 

Even though his style contrary the canons So- 
cialist realism, Van Gogh honored the Communist 
world because “expressed the people’s democratic 
ideals.” Szabad Muveszet, the Budapest art magazine, 


spoke highly Van Gogh, “champion the working 
class,” its March 1953 issue: 


“Bourgeois histories art, commenting Van 
Gogh’s life and art, emphasize the eccentric elements 
his work, and point out that was neurotic and mad. 
For us, his whole life represents the desperate revolt 
isolated genius which fought fruitlessly and without re- 
sult against the capitalist society that age. 

“In his early period, Van Gogh painted poor people, 
miners, peasants, gardeners, people with wrecked lives. 
These works are amazing and forceful efforts realistic 
representations. his diary, devotedly and lovingly 
described the life the poor people and sarcastically 
attacked the mawkish peasant idylls typical conven- 
tional painting his day. emphasized the impor- 
tance the artist’s moral responsibility. 


Emerson 


“In accordance with the resolution the World Peace 
Council, and the spirit friendship and cultural coop- 
eration among peoples, dedicate this day the memory 
the progressively-minded American essayist, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. After this brief introduction, Ma- 
gyar Nemzet (Budapest) September 20, 1953, plunged into 
attack “imperialistic, aggressive America,” almost 
ignoring Emerson and the alleged purpose its article: 


“The historians literature have declared that per- 
haps other man has exercised greater influence upon 
the American mind than did. this, however, they 
have not said much, because the present-day American 
‘mind’ monopo-capitalism has developed not under 
Emerson’s influence, but under the influence of, Burn- 
ham, Henry Luce and the most chauvinistic American 
jingoism. The statement made progressively-minded 
biographer that was the living conscience America 
for generation comes much nearer the truth... 

believed peace, not war. But made 
sharp distinction between wars liberation and ag- 
gressive plundering wars waged for the purpose con- 
quest and exploitation. When 1846 the circles, 
guided then reactionary and already imperialistic 
and chauvinistic policy, started aggressive war against 
Mexico and Texas, Emerson was one the first ex- 
pose the real aims and false slogans that war.’ 

“American imperialists that time were already pro- 
claiming that the war against Mexico was necessary 
order expand the ‘territory freedom.’ Neither the 
slogans nor the aims have changed since that time.” 


Renaissance Year 


The World Peace Council has named 1953 Copernican 
Year, honor the 410th anniversary the famous 
Polish scientist’s death. special honorary committee has 
been appointed, with President Bierut sponsor and Jan 
Dembowski, chairman the Polish Academy Sciences, 
its president, direct all commemorative activities. For 
additional propaganda effect, the Polish government has 
also named 1953 Renaissance Year, and Jozef Cyrankie- 
wicz, Polish vice premier, has been appointed chairman 
its honorary committee. joint meeting May 
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both committees, resolution was adopted proposing 
that special session the Polish Academy Science 
held for full discussion the significance Coper- 
nicus’ discoveries, and publish the findings the dis- 
cussion; hold all-national exhibition devoted Co- 
pernicus; publish his works and works dealing with him; 
grant awards scientists for the best works astron- 
omy, math, physics, etc.; publish popular scientific ma- 
terial and aid the popularization science; organize 
celebrations Opole province, Copernicus’ birthplace; 
and construct “people’s observatory,” well plane- 
tariums Warsaw and Stalinogrod. the close the 
joint committee meeting, the members sent greetings 
the World Peace Council “and all fighters for peace, 
freedom and progress, who, together with us, taking in- 
spiration from the works fight for peace 
and prosperity all simple people.” [Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw), May 24, 1953] 

Frombork, where Copernicus constructed observa- 
tory and did most his research, the first Copernican 
celebration was held May 24th. President Bierut, Vice 
Premier Cyrankiewicz and other officials attended, and 
witnessed the opening new, permanent Copernican 
exhibition the Frombork Copernican Museum. the 
major address the day, Cyrankiewicz discussed the sig- 
nificance the celebrations: 


“Nicholas Copernicus and his work are being honored 
all mankind the appeal the World Peace Coun- 
cil. This most magnificent and noble movement, which 
now covers the whole world, the movement struggle 
for peace, manifests that heir and continuator all 
creative, progressive and humanistic traditions man- 
kind. That why our liberated nation shows such 
deep appreciation for those years Polish Renaissance, 
distant time and yet near because their pro- 
gressive character. And that why uncover those 


years from their layers fabrications and fact-suppres- 
sions, carried out bourgeois scientists. That why 
appeal the people science, scholars and writ- 
ers, present that period from the past all its truth 
and greatness, with all its weaknesses and errors, but 
especially all that signified its grandeur, what was 
its truest feature: courage thought, humanism, bravery 
destroying superstitions, bravery breaking the medi- 
eval chains, binding human thought and awakening new 


“To the victory our epoch, which our privi- 
lege live and act, the great works the past made 
their contribution—such works those the giant 
thought, Copernicus which became the breaking 
point the development human thought, which 
dealt deadly blow fanaticism and laid the founda- 
tions for the scientific world view, which liberated human 
thought from the chains dogma and provided basis 
for human deeds for the deeds man, liberated 
man, the creator his own faith, organizing and trans- 
forming the world.” [Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), May 
24, 


Copernicus, Rabelais, Vinci, Van Gogh, Emerson— 
interesting and ironic that claiming these men the 
Communist high priests are guilty trying collect un- 
earned cultural increment: practice which they are eco- 
nomically and politically committed deplore and which 
has always been one their main accusations against the 
capitalist elite. not too far fetched sense, they are 
fact emulating our own 19th century American millionaire 
art collectors who supported the “Age Duveen.” 
hugging what truly great their sterile Marxist bosoms, 
they hope the world will think them great too; propa- 
gandizing Vinci, they try camouflage their own anti- 
creative practices and give post-mortem glow life 
their own artistic corpse. 


School Spirit 


The following joke, said current Budapest, was quoted letter 
recently received Paris. seems that Rakosi and Nagy were inspecting various 
public buildings Szeged. After they had completed visit the large public 
school they asked the director whether needed anything. The director began 
enumerate long list things needed, such repairs the roof, more fuel, 
more employees, etc. After listening this list, Rakosi said: “All right. will grant 
the school special allowance 1000 forints.” 

From the school, Rakosi and Nagy went visit the prison. After this visit, too, 
they asked the director whether needed anything. The prison director made 
almost the same complaints the school director, and after hearing these com- 
plaints Rakosi said: “All right. will grant the prison special allowance 
1,000,000 forints.” 

they were leaving the prison Nagy turned Rakosi and said: “Matyi, 
don’t understand you. You give the prison, where the enemies the People’s 
Democracy are confined, 1,000,000 forints, while you give the school only 1000 
forints.” 

And Rakosi replied: “But don’t you see? certain that neither one 
will ever school again!” 
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with traditional holidays which they find antipathetic 

their ideology and inconvenient their program. 
the countries the Soviet bloc, the observance Christ- 
mas, most cherished all Christian traditions, has never 
been explicitly forbidden. Rather, the Communists have 
attempted eclipse celebrating Stalin’s Birthday 
December and stressing the occasion New Year’s Eve, 
thus employing sort pincer strategy. 

Until this year, Stalin’s Birthday was the foremost holi- 
day the Communist calendar. The celebration com- 
bined certain features Christmas (notably, investing 
Stalin with the mythical qualities Santa Claus, lover 
children and bearer all things bright and enchanted) 
with the less fanciful trappings the “Socialist” festival: 
work pledges and competitions, rallies, and made-to- 
order songs and poems. This year the Communist propa- 
gandists may dilemma, since the Stalin mystique 
appears have subsided considerably since his death. 
likely that the emphasis will shifted New Year’s 
Eve, which, having neither strong religious nor political 
overtones, inoffensive not particularly inspirational. 

The cartoon (page 30) from Scanteia (Bucharest), De- 
cember 31, 1952, propagandistic satire the Christ- 
mas spirit the usual Communist political terms. 


have specific method for dealing 


Red Christmas 


account last year’s New Year’s Eve celebration Ro- 
mania, the newspaper Roumanie Nouvelle, January 15, 
1953, described how “citizen workers, engineers and tech- 
nicians welcomed the New Year the presence the 
best-known Stakhanovites Maria Andrei, Paraschiva Matei, 
and others. People drank the future successes the 
factory, the health the Comrades who distinguished 
themselves their work during the past year. the 
Parhon University Bucharest, 3,000 students cele- 
brated the New Year with their professors the halls 
the colleges.” 

The decorated tree has now become “Winter Tree,” 
New Year’s Eve rather than Christmas symbol. Ac- 
cording Roumanie Nouveile, the Winter Tree, 
which they also refer the “Peace Tree,” was set 
Bucharest’s main square and hung with streamers, lights 
and images characters from the storybook classics. 

Last year December 20, Radio Bucharest announced 
that henceforth December would working day 
and that the schools would remain session De- 
cember 30; the “winter vacation” would from Decem- 
ber January 10. pre-Communist Romania, Christ- 
mas was elaborate and prolonged, real holiday season. 
rural districts, festivities continued uninterruptedly from 
December January and included six legal holidays. 
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Just before and immediately after Christmas, groups 
children would from house house singing 
Christmas carols called “Star Songs” and dressed the 
Three Kings, Herod and other characters from the Nativity 
story. December peasants traditionally slaughtered 
the pig which would feed them for the rest the winter. 
the same time they baked sweet cakes called “Turte,” 
and “Scutece,” supposed symbolize the infant Jesus’ 
swaddling clothes. These were made tier upon tier 
white wafer-thin pastry, cut round and filled with syrup 
and powdered nuts. New Year’s Eve was rite celebrating 
the fertility the land and was celebrated carnival spirit 
with comic pantomime, songs and 
The two most popular masques were called, respectively, 
“The Plough” and “The Goat.” Members the “Plough” 
group made the rounds the village farms, drawing imi- 
tation plough furrows the yards, cracking long whips, 
and throwing wheat corn the doorsteps, while their 


companions produced strange noises from home-made in- 


struments. The “Goat” pantomime centered around 
stylized image the animal made two pieces wood 


shaped like jaws, which were clanked together time 
the accompanying music. This beast was supposed 
perpetually hungry, and the “fool” the group was 
gaged feeding various vegetables and greens. Besides 
the “fool”, there was number other symbolic char- 


acters with set roles play: “old man,” “young man 
miltary age,” “pretty and “junk man.” 
There were local variations these customs, but, 
the whole, the pattern was similar throughout Romania. 
Under the Communist regime, these traditions are gradu- 


ally being displaced the less “superstitious,” more “real- 


istic” rite the factory competition and the mass parade. 
quarter given sentiment the “Socialist para- 
dise.” 


Santa’s Claws 


The first children’s department store Sofia opened October 26, with, 
the practice Communist countries, ceremony heavily weighted with propaganda 
and attended Party and government officials. the opening ceremony Atanas 
Popov, director the State Commercial Enterprise Marmag, said: children’s 
department store will educate children creativity and self-improvement. The 
abundance goods will instill their little minds consciousness the might 
their Socialist fatherland, and the care the Party and the Government for their 


welfare.” 


The Chainless 


“Eternal Spirit of the chainless Mind! 
Brightest in dungeons, Liberty! thou art: 
For there thy habitation is the heart— 
The heart which love of thee alone can bind; 
And when thy sons to fetters are consigned— 
To fetters, and the damp vault’s dayless gloom, 
Their country conquers with their martyrdom, 
And Freedom’s fame finds wings on every wind.” 


Byron 


Mind 


FREE International Federation Former Totalitarian Political Prisoners, 
the victims totalitarian oppression everywhere, proclaimed 

November the Day the Unknown Political Prisoner, recognition 
the suffering the nameless millions who have passed through the concentration 
camps. Czechoslovak writer, survivor Buchenwald now exile from his 
Communist-dominated homeland, expressed the meaning this day terms that 
cannot fail stir the hearts men everywhere. His message was broadcast 
Czechoslovakia November Radio Free Europe. 


a.m. freezing day March, ten years ago, 
§S-man concentration camp Buchenwald walked slowly 
down slope, approaching the prisoners. selected one. 

Nobody knew what had against the man. The SS-man 
ordered him lie down the ground. then carefully 
put gloves, seized hose, and, with dignity and absolute 
mental composure, released stream cold water onto 
the prostrate prisoner. worked thoroughly. The stream 
water, missing spot, wandered from the feet the 
head, then back again, from the head the feet; spouted 
into the mouth, the ears, the eyes. Half hour later, the 
grew little tired. leaned against the fence, 
lit cigarette, and moved the hose and down with one 
hand only. But the stream water remained the same, 
roving pitilessly from head feet, from feet head. 
hated ourselves for standing there motionless, for not doing 
anything. Several times the man tried get up. was 
thrust down kick. noon, tried get for the 
last time. one o’clock was dead. another day 
two SS-men walked across the camp, equally digni- 
fied manner, and approached group Jews hauling 
felled tree. The SS-men stopped and considered for while 
what with the Jews. Having decided between several 
possibilities, they ordered them spin rapidly circles 
one direction. The Jews revolved thus for two three 
hours. They kept falling down, hitting their heads 
stones, the weakened hearts bursting the famished 
bodies. When the SS-men left, several dead lay the 
ground. 


were born tranquil life—and saw thousands 
people die our feet. came tremendous.experi- 
ence. know what man looks like turning somer- 
sault when kicked the belly. know how man trem- 
bles when facing the gallows. saw many things 
Ulysses: watched men extracting half-decayed cabbage 
leaves from dung piles and gulping them down greedily. 
know the moment when man breaks down after long 
suffering and quietly whimpers and moans like child 
his mother’s arms: death the threshold. know— 
how well know—the look what the doctors call 
facies hyppocratica: the face man just before dies. 
Day after day saw that anything could turned into 
lethal weapon; that was possible kill many 
ways—by bullet and hose, heat and cold, with 
fire, with iron, and with wood, prolonged running and 
prolonged standing erect, bathing and not bathing, 
hunger and typhoid, from outside and inside. Down the 
bottom the slope was building where they killed with 
injections. Next was another building where they 
killed freezing. was the world which man lost his 
rights, which applied the words the Bible: “In the 
morning you think: were only night. And the eve- 
ning you think: would that the morning were come.” 
When were liberated, two thousand corpses lay the 
yard the crematorium, meticulously piled stacks like 
felled tree trunks the wood. Rats scurried about, and 
the camp was redolent with the nauseating, sweetish smell 
dead bodies. erected large sign and wrote 
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large symbols the figure: 52,000. That many men per- 
ished here. Leaving the gates Buchenwald thought: 
never more. Today pause, asking ourselves what has 
become this “never more” ours. 


When the French stormed the Bastille during the Revo- 
lution, they razed thoroughly that stone remained 
standing. The tourist today looks for the ruins the 
Bastille vain, although was built stone blocks. But 
any traveller can easily find Buchenwald, although was 
built wood. One match would have been enough let 
all the barracks with their ignominious recollections 
flames. But the Russians, who assumed the administra- 
tion Thuringia, did not cast that match. new world 
was promised us, and eye see how new is. 
History will state: during Nazi rule concentration camp 
Buchenwald was existence, and under the Communists 
there was concentration camp Buchenwald. Goebbels said, 
“When you plane, shavings must The Communists 
quote Lenin’s words: “When forests are felled, splinters 
one man says “shavings” and the other says 
“splinters” there difference vocabulary, but none 
the fate humanity. 


Shavings and Splinters 


Now the shavings and the splinters rise. We, the former 
prisoners the Nazi concentration camps—the shavings; 
and we, the former prisoners the Communist concen- 
tration camps—the splinters, got together and proposed 
the free world proclaim November the Day 
the Unknown Political Prisoner. The governor the 
American Commonwealth Massachusetts made the fol- 
lowing statement: “In the hope that the sufferings the 
political prisoners may instrumental bringing better 
future coming generations, ask the citizens this 
commonwealth pause their free lives November 
and reflect the meaning newly established 
memorial, which from now will known the Day 
the Unknown Political Prisoner.” 

did not choose the date November although 
the day the Bolshevik Revolution, chose because 
the day the Bolshevik Revolution. confront the 
Communist “ever more” with our “never more.” 
confront the Communist concept splinters with the con- 
cept human rights. East Germany, the Communist 
government prohibited prayers for political prisoners 
the churches. decreed, “Stop this intolerable interference 
the sovereign affairs the state.” necessary 
analyze this. means, stop the intolerable interference 
the sovereign right the state deprive man freedom, 
the sovereign right the state torture and kill, 
the sovereign right squash man louse. there- 
fore address ourselves people who are still allowed 
pray, who are still allowed think. The sovereign Russian 
state erected its territory penal and labor camps 
which several million people vegetate, where the remnants 
the Polish and Baltic intelligentsia flicker their last, and 


which some Caucasian nations have been 
ported their entirety. The sovereign Communist govern. 
ments the countries behind the Iron Curtain erected 
hundreds camps whereto they sovereignly sent whomever 
they happened think of, without trial sentence. Our 
Unknown Political Prisoner Day says that this sovereignty 
iniquitous. Our Day means: the hour will come when 
shall seize you the throat, Your Sovereignty. 

have gone into exile avoid the various sovereign 


rights, among others that sovereign right the state 


deprive free thought. one London’s main 
thoroughfares, saw huge window display the 
Society for Prevention Cruelty Animals, showing 
nothing but piece rope. Underneath, sign read, 
“With this rope the cruel owner hung his dog. Despise 
him for Our November means: despise them. 
believe that what can done for one dog can done 
for millions people. This how the Day the Un. 
known Political Prisoner came be. Should anybody 
demand see with his own eyes the manacles, the rope, 
and the whip order moved, will deliver them. 
unthinkable that mankind should have society for 
the prevention cruelty animals and not establish 
societies against cruelty men. 


When the Gates Close... 


When the gates concentration camp have closed 
behind man, too late fight. The fight against evil 
begins when evil just starting, the mind and heart. 
We, former political prisoners, say this the free world 
Before Hitler and Stalin built the first barracks for their 
concentration camps, period must have preceded during 
which certain number people began think evil. 
Concentration camps are only the peak the pyramid. 
The Nazis knew that and the Communists know it; there- 
fore, their first endeavor intimidate the teachers, the 
priests and the writers—the men who have the soul man 
keeping—and institute school where brutal 
thinking and brutal sentiments are taught. The normal 
man the twentieth century, hope, does not have 
brutal feelings unless thoroughly trained them. 
The existence concentration camps not based 
bayonets alone, also based the mind. The 
munists teach children from early youth that, virtue 
the despicable sovereign rights the state, their duty 
denounce their father and mother, their brother and 
sister. watched the SS-men long enough know 
something about them. They behaved like animals, yet 


not certain that they were animals. the 


concentration camp, the bodies prisoners lay near 


wire fence. But the far side the fence there was 


park, and there the same SS-men posted signs reading, 
“Feed the birds,” and “The flower feels man does.” 
Buchenwald noticed one SS-man who had just killed 
man, but five minutes later gently cuddled three year-old 
girl. What this creature, now animal, now not animal? 
You cannot exclude the possibility that least some 
the SS-men were men like other men, with normal 


incu 

that 
old 
poss 
y 
mez 
hon 
sub 
sul 
leg 
tic 


sensitivity. But somebody came along and 
inculcated false but seductive idea upon them. con- 
them that prisoners concentration camps were 
human society, more dangerous than beasts, 


that was necessary protect society, woman, three year- 
old girls, and birds, and flowers from them. The SS-men 


felt they were the noblest heroes the world. 
The brutality the warden preceded the brutality 


the ideologist. 


What does the Day the Unknown Political Prisoner 
mean the people behind the Iron Curtain? means 


the men who suffer. also constitutes chal- 


lenge: whatever brute force may rage around you, not 
submit where you need not—in your hearts. you have 


recent radio talk Minister without Portfolio Zdenek 
Nejedly gave revealing insight into the atmosphere pre- 
vailing Czechoslovakia well clue present power 
politics the Soviet Union. Built the Communists 
the “Grand Old Man the Party,” and symbolic 
substitute for Thomas Masaryk, Nejedly has the rare privi- 
lege speaking over the radio without script. Few 
the old man’s sentences are ever completed, his syntax 
poor, and his revelations seem occasion uninten- 
October 18, after break three months, 
year old Nejedly resumed his Sunday talks with de- 
scription the local emotional climate the country: 

Certainly everyone has lived through the past 
three months peculiar kind mood. Tension, 


waiting—not that don’t know what next 
means. But there doubt that everywhere 


the air breathe there hangs question mark. The 


what, rather how everything will from 


now And was first during the occupation and 
then during the war. that time, the only possible 


There Hangs 


submit, give the dictate but not agree inwardly. 
Everyone impotent, even with weapon his hand, 
does not know his own will. You must tell yourselves 
persistently, stubbornly: don’t agree. When does revolu- 
tion begin? When the first barricade erected the 
street? Oh, no, long before that: when the wrath against 
unjust government has assembled the people’s minds, 
when shame the subject deeds the government spreads. 
Wrath revolution underway, shame revolution under- 
way. That secret and silent revolution changes into overt 
revolution when the opportunity presents itself. But the 
silent revolution matters the first place, and matters most. 

Observe with the Day the Unknown Political 
Prisoner. 


Question Mark 


longing could have was get out it. And because 
our own forces were insufficient for that, became ac- 
customed think natural that someone else would liber- 
ate us. And thus, the only thing our people were thinking 
about was who would that would liberate us.” 

Nejedly then discussed the effect Stalin’s death: 

“The Western imperialists received the news with 
malicious joy. But they were mistaken, course. 
the Soviet Union, the event has made the best friends and 
disciples Stalin rally even closer together: the ones led 
Molotov and Voroshilov, and the others led Malen- 
kov. Hence, all the world tension and the tension all 
us; hence all the wonder about what will happen and 
how will happen. Certainly are not used this 
from the previous stages. People are confused. For more 
than ten years were driven wind. Now 
the pace has slowed, the situation has changed. neces- 
sary gain new strength and think everything over. 
Yes, not easy live through these times, just 
are waiting now for what the next day will bring. 
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Radio Free Europe Section 


Radio Free Europe 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their future liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania and Romania, competing directly with all 
lite Communist stations. The scripts below are excerpts from programs prepared freedom-loving exiles from Central and 
East Europe, and beamed RFE its target countries. 


This the Voice Free Czechoslovakia deplore the low level their literature. They are them- 


selves startled their failure express human feelings, 


The Battle the Books their “class” perspective, and their own solutions 
the conflicts their fellow travellers literature. For 


With Christmas approaching, have been studying the Urban, the new author new era, received 


list new books being published Czechoslovakia this provide his novel Zdena Has Less Worry 


season. Books are part Christmas just like the Christ- About literary nostrum for those who lost their savings 


mas tree and the Christmas family dinner. Here the the currency reform. According Party orders, 
question: what are the books want give our depict the joy Czechoslovak women over the 
dearest friends for Christmas this 
year? our children, stimu- 
late their courage, their dreams, 
their growing up? the adults 
who share our fate, and with 
whom want to, and must, 
share the reality life? 

Dear friends Czechoslovakia, 
need not spell out for you, 
because you already are aware 
that now, the Christmas season 
1953, you will not able 
find one single book among the 


than her longing for some new 
nylon but somehow, 
the feminine way—it was for 
Frantisek—through stock- 


mas book list, aside from few native and foreign classics read hear about their cultural freedom and develop- 


debased Marxist introductions, contains nothing but need only turn the list authors used 


trash, never compiled such quantity all the back- Travnicek for the compilation his Czech Lan- 
yard publishers trash the course many decades. Dictionary dictionary which illustrates each 
There “Socialist” rubbish, Zhdanov pornography, Bol- quotation from prominent Czech 
shevik thrillers, encyclopedias full fake see for ourselves that one out five those authors 
lyrical jam. they were giving you something new which Travnicek uses have been declared taboo. Shall 
would least bring you momentary surcease from their them? Here they are, and you can confirm this 
regime moral and physical misery, would hesitate super-work: Brezina, Cep, Durych, Halas, 
advise you silently reject it. But they are giving Hanus, Hostovsky, Hysek, Kadlec Knap, Krelina, 
nothing but indecency, contempt and cynical vulgarity, Edmond Konrad, Josef Capek, Nor, Rudolf Medek, 
couched illiterate prose. their own magazines they Dyk, Rutte, Arne Novak, etc., etc., etc. 


price reduction such dry 
love-story. Therefore, the 
thor describes his heroine: 
really could not tell whether 
desire for Frantisek was 


All the people the type 
new works living authors Branislav, Civrny, Nezval, 
which you would give someone close your heart. and the rest the cleaning squad the 
1953 there does not exist Czechoslovakia one single spir- sewer system, talk whomever will listen 
itual dish which not seasoned with poison. And were burning the West, and the valuable, 
just poison—or dope! 1953 the Czechoslovak Christ- daring, candid, heroic books their land! 
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our time, friends, has become necessary for peo- 
ple say things which they never thought they would 
author freedom has advise readers: not read, 
buy books! This disagreeable and bizarre task has 
fallen me, and must transmit you behalf 
all Czech and Slovak writers who present live the 
world. not infect your children with Bolshevik 
not read, not buy the “works” put out 
winners State prizes! Discard books which are of- 
and degrading—eliminate them from your shelves! 
and read only classics. And read secretly the books 
which have been banned the Communists. 
The Czech and Slovak nation can never sink low 
replace Macha Stanislav Neumann, Viktor Dyk 
Antonin Zapotocky, Otakar Brezina Jan Stern, 
Masaryk Zdenek Nejedly, Hviezdoslav and Sladkovic 
Hecko and Minac. they try force you buy 
borrow their Bolshevik rubbish, remind them their own 
their contemporary literary production. Dis- 
card secretly, night, the products their literary de- 
them into the sewers, dump them 
the garbage heaps. not waste the remnants your 
earnings that Kubka, Majerova, Pujmanova, Nezval and 
can take pleasure trips all over the country. 
not trust them; show them your contempt. They are 
not the interpreters your joys and sorrows: they are 
simply the jesters Zapotocky’s court. They are desecrat- 
ing our language and hurting our youth; they are forgers 
traitors our nation’s best traditions. They have 
promoted the ranks the new nobility only 
the grace the aliens Moscow. 
Protect yourselves, disdain their work! you 
boycott and pillory them. not hesitate—this revolt 
not vain! The honor, the foundations Czech and 
Slovak culture are stake! 


Spot Announcement 


Students high schools and universities! Commu- 
nist propaganda pictures the so-called International 
Students’ Association tremendous world organi- 


zation. What the actual membership this organi- 
zation, and what the opinion students the 
democratic countries about it? You will learn this 


Wednesday 1415 and 1830 hours. 


This the Voice Free Poland... 


Polish Exiles South America 


The life the Polish exiles South America not 
well known the life Poles West European coun- 
tries and the United States. The author our program 
[of which Part quoted here], Polish writer who has 

living South America for many years, has taken 
the pseudonym Christopher Columbus. This pseudonym 


Radio Free Europe 


not facetious. South America still being discovered 
Poles just Poland and Polish problems are being dis- 
covered South American nations. Today shall speak 
about this process mutual discovery. 

After the last war, the so-called new [Polish] emigration 
South America was composed mostly Polish intellec- 
tuals, who helped clear our name thousands 
misconceptions and gain firmer foothold this con- 
tinent. 

then, South America had idea what looked 
like and had idea what South America looked like. 
you may see what drama hidden behind this fact, 
let return prewar years and follow the steps 
the Polish emigrants who were then landing with their 
wives, children and possessions, Rio Janeiro 
Buenos Aires. 

The people really were discovering South America just 
Christopher Columbus did. one able today 
keep with the progress the world. Pole was 
well-informed, knew something about Paris and Lon- 
don, but was not prepared for the modernity South 
America. Imagine that you are walking down street 
Buenos Aires. What you see? Huge 30-40 storey build- 
ings, cafes big railway stations, enormous streets, one 
which ten times wider than Nowy Swiat Warsaw. 
There are great crowds the middle the town and 
masses cars. asked Pizarro Lastro, Argentine jour- 
nalist who was Warsaw before the war, what thought 
about traffic our streets. don’t want offend you,” 
said, “but Warsaw the peak traffic congestion 
looked like Buenos Aires during taxi strike.” 

Thus the first impression these big cities the im- 
pression their modernity and drive. Instead croco- 
diles, Indians and gauchos with lassos, there are neons, 
subway stations and gigantic signs. must add another 
impression—also rather bewildering—of the general pros- 
perity and wealth. Here, before the war, one could enter 
shop cafe and make free telephone calls, and the 
restaurants the steaks were bigger than the plates they 
were served on. Badly-dressed people virtually did not 
exist. When you compared this supposedly “wild” Amer- 
ica with your own country, you were astonished and dis- 
mayed. You searched frantically for something that would 
restore your confidence, reassure your feeling national 
importance. you said yourself: Yes, they are rich, 
but this primitive country, young country which can- 
not compared with our old 

But even this field you were deceived. Because, al- 
though this continent young, populated the oldest 
and most active European races mixed with the natives, 
and this Latin, Italian and Portuguese character South 
America can seen everywhere, giving South Ameri- 
cans peculiar charm and assurance unknown Slavs. 
For instance, you see group young boys the 
streetcar: they have splendid Italian eyes, beautiful teeth 
and thick Indian hair, and instinctive assurance which 
gives all their gestures and their words certain facility 
and aesthetic beauty. This Latin-American style bewildered 
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the Poles who, outside their natural milieu, felt some- 
what awkward. 

Here are the two roots, the material one and the spir- 
itual one, the inferiority complex which grew after 
our arrival this country. From the very beginning there 
was sort psychological battle between the Poles and 
South America, battle less exhaustive than our strug- 
gle for bread. Poles wanted say South America: 
You must learn appreciate us, learn about our past 
and our present; you must understand who are and 
that too have our qualities. the Poles organized them- 
selves, there were Polish newspapers, associations, clubs 
and Polish national demonstrations, was show our 
own values the South Americans. But how difficult this 
was for peasant, worker, craftsman, small trader! 
Englishman, German, Frenchman was backed 
his culture: they spoke South America through their 
scientists, writers, artists, numerous well-educated people, 
sometimes distinguished ones, and each them had its 
own sphere action and influence. But the Polish immi- 
grants had such educated representatives. 

Some efforts were made and these heroic efforts built 
the basis the present organization Poles South 
America. But all propaganda fell afoul the South 
American lack knowledge and understanding. For the 
average Chilean, Brazilian, Argentinian, Europe ends 
Germany, because not civilized Paris and Lon- 
don, nor exotic Bombay. Countries like Poland, Ro- 
mania, Czechoslovakia have appeal for them—they 
not appeal because they are unknown; they are unknown 
because they have appeal—and South Americans know 
very little about this part the map. the Poles speak 
their own language? Who was Paderewski, Polish King? 

What can one with people who are often well ac- 
quainted with little streets Paris, but still are capable 
asking you such strange questions? But unfortunately they 
not limit themselves their ignorance. Their imagina- 
tion, matters Polish, has undergone some sort distor- 
tion and has created kind melodramatic 
myth about our country. result they have never 
spoken about natural way. If, for instance, hap- 
pened that article about Czechoslovakia Hungary 
appeared the local press, there was nothing pompous 
artificial about it. the case Poland, however, such 
high-flown expressions “the noble and unhappy coun- 
try Chopin,” “the proud sons martyred Poland” 
were used. But these things were not sincere: they were 
merely conventional. the movies one sees Poles rep- 
resented eccentric and pathetic individuals, devilishly 
proud and very noble, thundering patriotic tirades, dancing 
the mazurka, swearing solemn oaths the graves their 
ancestors, and stabbing their wives, children and them- 
selves, all accompanied ridiculous grimaces. 

This how they saw us. This how they spoke about 
us. have often wondered why foreigners are unable 
speak realistically about Poland, how this terrible false 
note our relations with the rest the world can 
accounted for? Perhaps may explained the fact 
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“Radio Free Europe spreads lies about Poland” 


Fraulein, love you much! 

don’t believe word you say! 

Why not? 

Because you are speaker Radio Free Europe. 


from Dziennik Zachodni (Katowice), September 


that every people becomes symbol, and has befallen 
symbolize love one’s country, tragic and unhappy 
love. the world theater, the Pole has been charged with 
the role the “noble son unhappy country,” and 
not our fault that only one step separates from 
melodrama. 

Not our fault, but change this role and 
make include, besides woeful pathos, our joy living, 
good sense, and other normal human qualities. strong 
man will not accept imposed role and, even the price 
scandal, will try express his real nature. But 
who our pre-war emigration was capable 
ing this intolerable myth that was built around us? Even 
there were some individuals who realized that some 
sort pretence had crept into our relations with South 
America, they were too weak, culturally, resist it. Be- 
sides those highflown phrases there was also contempt, 
because the Polish immigrants were largely recruited from 
the poorest and least enlightened parts our country. 
There were many illiterates among them, and they 
fered comparison with Italians, Spaniards, English and 
Germans. 

was like this until the time when, following World 
War II, the tide the so-called “new emigration” began 
flow from England, Italy, Germany, and, course, from 
Poland. was only after the new immigrants arrived 
here that the whole emphasis changed and our penetration 
South America became more dynamic. The element 
that arrived here after the war, way necessity rather 
than choice, was altogether different from the old. 
Among others came the artists, scientists, engineers, phy- 
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career officers. university professor started 
chicken farm, doctor opened cigarette stand, lawyer 
work stevedore. However, turned out that 
masquerade did not weaken the final effect. Just the 
happened. 
One Argentinian lady whose harmless snobbery consists 
building acquaintances with famous people all over 
world said me: “It’s really strange thing! Ber- 
Shaw and Valery rather disappointed me; they were 
all brilliant thought they were. But now, 
masseuse really something! She speaks five languages 
well acquainted with philosophy.” Well, hap- 
pens that this masseuse graduated from the philosophy 
Cracow University. she had appeared 
Buenos Aires M.A. one would ever have no- 
her. order compared Bernard Shaw, she 
One our writers took residence small town, 
did odd jobs. the evening would visit 
the local tavern where the workers gathered would 
the cafe patronized the local intelligentsia. With- 
out divulging his name would chat with the people 
various subjects. Finally the educated handyman from 
Poland became sensation. His downfall came when one 
the largest Argentinian newspapers started publish 
his articles. result this his fame dwindled zero, 
because while much knowledge was surprising thing 
worker, was nothing remarkable writer. Simi- 
lar situations occurred once while, and the fact that 
the new immigrants entered South America such 
humble manner only directed attention them. Each 
the immigrants had gone through many difficult experi- 
ences, and his hardiness and modesty won him general 
recognition the eyes South American people. the 
course few years, the Polish immigrants have won 
far firmer position and their influence has become in- 


Spot Announcement 


Czechoslovak farmers! Under the pressure your 
resistance the government has slightly raised the pur- 


chasing prices for your products. Demand more! 
Demand reduction compulsory deliveries! Act 
according the example set farmers from Poland 
and Hungary. 


This the Voice Free Bulgaria 


Due Process 


The Union Bulgarian Jurists Exile has prepared 
lengthy indictment against the present Communist govern- 
ment Bulgaria and its collaborators and accomplices. 
The text this indictment was mailed recently all de- 
fendants, whose number amounts about 2,570. 

According the indictment, these persons are accused 


Radio Free Europe 


having consented act agents the Soviet imperial- 
ists, thus betraying their fatherland and the Bulgarian peo- 
ple. The act indictment enumerates precisely the crimes 
committed the accused and cites the provisions the 
laws which are being violated. 


The accused are divided into four categories follows: 


All former and present members the Communist 
Council Ministers, members the Presidium well 


all Communist deputies. Their total number amounts 
414. 


All high-ranking government officials and judges who 
have carried out the criminal orders the Communist 
usurpers. Their number 56. 

All employees the Bulgarian legations coun- 
tries abroad, and 

Various local administrative functionaries who have 
served tools the Communist government. The num- 


ber the accused under this clause amounts about 
2,000. 


All the above persons are accused high treason 
provided for not only the Tarnovo Constitution but also 
the so-called “Dimitrov” Constitution. 

The indictment cites typical case flagrant viola- 
tion the penal code prevailing all civilized countries, 
well the Communist Constitution itself, the re- 
cently passed amendment the Penal Law under which 
all Bulgarians who have fled the country for political rea- 
sons are condemned death and their relatives Bul- 
garia subjected heavy penalties including confiscation 
property, internment concentration camps, ete. 

This other listed] violations prove that Bulgaria 
ruled today not even applying the Constitution and 
laws introduced the Communists themselves but 
means outrages committed handful Soviet 
stooges. 

The indictment states that, view the above viola- 
tions, the Union Bulgarian Jurists Exile accuses 


All members the Communist Council Ministers; 
The members the Presidium the Communist 
first ordinary national assembly; 


The Communist-appointed “people’s deputies” the 
first ordinary national assembly 


Depriving the Bulgarian people all fundamental, 
constitutional civil and political liberties; 

Violating the above-cited provisions the Commu- 
nist constitution; 

Exercising unlimited, irresponsible and illegal dic- 
tatorship aimed erasing the Bulgarian national spirit 
and leading the Bulgarian state final ruin. 


Thus, they have become traitors the fatherland and 
have committed high treason against the entire Bulgarian 
people and their established, recognized interests. 

The Bulgarian people, who are only temporarily de- 
prived any legal means defend their rights and 


o 
happy 
with 
and 
from 
and 
living, 
strong 


freedoms, have last supreme right, acknowledged 
public law and history itself, which the right collec- 
tive resistance. 

The day the restoration Bulgaria’s independence 
approaching. The accused who have usurped the rule 
and all their accomplices and voluntary collaborators will 
brought court face the Bulgarian people and ac- 
count for all their criminal acts. 

The indictment signed the members the Union 
Bulgarian Jurists Exile. contains the following 


“Copies this act indictment are sent personally to: 
(1) All members the Communist Council 
(2) all members the Presidium the Communist first 
ordinary national assembly; (3) all Communist deputies 
the first ordinary National assembly, all above-cited 
local administrative officials, and members the Bulgarian 
legations abroad.” 


The Cattle Swindle 


What behind the new Communist offensive aimed 
stepping cattle-raising Bulgaria? Perhaps you re- 
member that the government issued similar de- 
cree calling for increase cattle-raising. Nothing came 
and the Communist efforts force you raise more 
cattle were vain. Last year they issued another decree, 
also without effect. Today you are confronted with 


third decree this kind, following Chervenkov’s admis- 


sion about the disastrous shortage livestock. actual 
fact, the livestock situation much worse than Chervenkov 
admitted. did not dare admit that after the fulfillment 
the second Five-Year Plan the number head cat- 
tle will reach the level 1934. 1934 the head cattle 
amounted 1,873,000. Vulko Chervenkov trying 
reach this figure 1956! 1934 there were 9,750,000 
lambs and goats; the new decree calls for 9,700,000 
1957. other words, four years there will still 50,- 
000 less than 1934! 

What does mean? When Chervenkov reviews the 
farm economy, why doesn’t give more specific data? 
Why doesn’t draw franker picture today’s critical 
economic situation and the cumulative reasons for the 
livestock shortage? Chervenkov did not mention how many 
peasants slaughtered their cows, before joining the state 
collective farms, because they knew the cattle would 
longer belong them. Chervenkov said nothing about 
those peasants who were compelled slaughter their cows 
and pigs because they were unable feed them account 
Communist plans which did not provide enough fodder 
for domestic animals. did not say anything about peas- 
ants and their families shedding tears over their last cow, 
slaughtered raise cash pay their taxes. Chervenkov 


did not mention how much meat, pigs, fat and other prod- 
had exported Soviet Russia order pay 


for factories. Finally, Vulko Chervenkov did not admit 
that the exaggerated compulsory meat deliveries brought 
about the present shortage livestock. They were more 
than the agricultural economy could stand. 


Bulgarian peasants, you are aware the fact that now. 
adays one scarcely sees any herd cattle, that many 


ant families have cattle all. The cattle crisis Bul. 
garia today due the criminal village policy 


Communist Party and Soviet “experts.” Following 
death, Malenkov and Khrushchev openly admitted that 
tle-raising the Soviet Union critically low. 


only following “brotherly experience!” Soviet Russia 
the current efforts are reach the cattle-raising level 
1928! 


Chervenkov blaming the peasants for the 
disaster. blames the peasants the collective 
order force them take the hot chestnuts out 
fire and raise the cattle their own expense. 
treacherous “compensation,” the Communists are 
you loans, because they are aware that the collective 
funds will not cover the expenses the stepped-up 


breeding program. 
Bulgarian peasants, members collective farms, you 


know that when the annual meetings the 


farms are held this year, the Communists will ask you 


approve new appropriations for the construction 
dairies, stables, trucks, electric milking machines, 


expenses for fodder, etc. Maybe you will tell the 


ment: “We have money and the funds the 


farm will not cover such terrific expenses!” 


The 


ment, which has been instructed the Party 
will reply: “Don’t worry! The State has taken care 
problem. giving half the necessary funds the 


form loans!” this way the agents 
press you into corner, forcing you approve the 


sion the Party. When the loans come due, the manage- 
ment the collective farm will say: “Comrade 
the collective farms, you are aware, course, that 
owe the state tens thousands leva. Before estimate 
the income the collective farm, should pay our 

Dear peasants, what does this mean? means that you 
are going into debt for buildings and machines that will 
neither belong you nor benefit you any way. fol- 
lows, therefore, that you will only suffer loss. 

Many you who are listening this broadcast will ask: 
“What can do?” The answer this question, though 
not easy one, follows: Since one can force you 
work loss, you should doom the third governmen 
decree, you did the other two decrees, the governmen 
does not raise its purchasing prices. only thi 
way that cattle-raising could become source profi 
instead loss and futile toil today. 


This the Voice Free Czechoslovakia... 


Headway 


Every now and then Truldik writes thin pape 
and read his letters you. Truldik invisible ghost 
cannot caught and therefore free write with 
out getting into trouble. writes invisible ink whic 


make visible soaking beer. Therefore his writing 


_ 
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peas. 


everywhere. 


are 
Russia, 


the 


drunk, and they say that children and drunkards speak 


the truth. Listen what Truldik says: 


“Friends, our Czechoslovak country there lively 
There may hunger and too 


many working hours, but they don’t matter, long 


are progressive and hundred years ahead you, 
West Europeans and Americans. are getting ready— 
Lord only knows what for. are keeping fit. have 
all sorts inventions, something different and something 
new all the time. know you will not believe it, because 


you live abundance your rotten West, seeing nothing 
but food, nylons and automobiles around you. Still less will 
you believe that people our Soviet country are now 


farms 


you 


pedestrian will have one sole, the skier one ski. There 


ember 
hat 
stimate 


you 
will 


ill ask: 
you 


pape 
ghost 
with 
writing 


walking their heads. The Russian Bolsheviks cannot 


beat them. Ours are far superior; they are the true ideolo- 


gists, the experts. 


Where there Communism, there hunger. There- 
fore Communism without hunger something revolu- 
tionary and unusual. The State, which used such 
good businessman, has suddenly announced sale with 
drastic reductions, claiming that profits are not necessary. 
Everything upside down. What are feet good for, 


everything going turned upside down? Special 


boots are being made, keep brains from getting muddy. 


Milk will stop running down the Pioneers’ chins, and after 


consumption food and drink will remain the skull. The 


will more space the sun for everybody when standing 
and sleeping his head. bedroom for one will 
feet. Plojhar, walking upside down, good 
broom, with his hair. Bald-headed Kopecky will slip. 
Zapotocky will push off with his ears. Gottwald, Stalin, 
Beria, they were the heads, and are now being stepped on. 
Brains are being trampled upon. Instead door mats, 
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combs are placed thresholds, and they are always being 
stolen. Those who not need one for hair may whistle 
the Internationale through it. comb useful lovers 
and prisoners—they may break off one tooth after the 
other, saying: She loves me, she loves not, or, they will 
release me, they will release not. masters’ 
orders, the nation standing its head. 

Concerning myself, only took half hour learn 
walk head. head hard enough from the 
Communist coup, nothing can hurt it. They are trying 
get back school. Six months ago they gave the fol- 
lowing reasons for dismissing me: dad did not tramp 
the streets, knew how read and write, and was seen 
the Sokol festival. lived Church Street, and they 
found out that mother wore lace petticoat instead 
working bricklayer. Why should such boy get 
education? His father had college degree, they live 
Church Street! That’s why had become appren- 
tice. can see that everything upside down, since they 
are trying get back school. More next time, 
yours, Truldik.” 

whom was this revolution caused? those who 
work SLOWLY. They worked slowly until the Moscow 
command ordered: put the brakes terror, everything 
has turned upside down, comfort the working 
people and make them produce normally. Communism 
its feet isn’t succeeding, let’s try Communism its 
head. But the working people will gain more improve- 
ments slower work. 

Work slowly, only what has done daily. 

Low speed, unfinished business, call passive resistance. 

slow possible, strike unnoticed, and circumspect. 

Speed has value, freedom due. Freedom near. 

And gets nearer, the slower you work. 


First Cash—Then Carry 


Soviet-patterned super markets have made their first appearance Czechoslovakia 
and prove, according the Communists, that the American self-service market 
system genuine Soviet invention. 

Under the trade name “Gastronom,” State-run chain system established the 
first three markets Prague, Prikopy, Nadrazni, and the Main Square the 
Nusle district Prague. Other markets Gottwaldov (formerly Zlin) and 
Traziniec the Ostrava coal district are under construction. Spring 1954, the 
Communist propaganda promises, total will operation 
throughout the country. Advertisements keep explaining the public how useful 
these are for the housewives who will able buy everything “from 
potatoes and noodles caviar and sandwiches” one single store. 

But purchases will made strictly “first cash then carry” basis. practice 
this means that the consumer will have line front the cashier, tell him 
what desires buy and then deposit the adequate amount cash cover his 
purchases. Only after full payment will receive assignment for the desired 
wares enabling him line the respective counters. 
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The Anti-Federation Campaign 


Strength Unity 


view past disasters and present threats Western 
Europe striving for economic, political and military 
cooperation. The process understandably slow but 

headway steadily being made. Every step forward means 
step backward for the Kremlin; clearly more difficult 
for Moscow impose its own terms the world 
must deal with united West rather than with West 
divided and absorbed its own conflicts. Furthermore, 
the growth Western unity cannot fail have im- 
pact the peoples within the Soviet orbit. The Kremlin 
fears that such integration could act magnet drawing 
the Satellites away from Moscow and Moscow has fever- 
ishly tried throw monkey wrenches into the wheels 
European integration ever since the federation program 
started. nothing else, the intensity their campaign 
one indication how much Communist leaders consider 
freely unified Europe threat Soviet hegemony. 


The fake campaign and offers advantageous 
East-West trade have been prominent features the 
Kremlin’s drive scuttle Western integration plans, but 
propaganda has been focussed mainly the German prob- 
lem. While making every attempt communize East 
Germany and draw West Germany into the Soviet 
sphere, the Communists have concentrated playing 
the danger German expansionism. They insist that the 
United States determined revive Nazism and em- 
bark policy world conquest, and they continually 


warn the peoples Western Europe that the inclusion 
Germany the European Defense Community would 
fatal their own existence. the Germans themselves, 
they dangle the promise unification under Soviet spon- 
sorship. 

Adenauer’s election victory was bitter blow the 
Kremlin planners. Fearing that all their designs for 
Europe would ruined the European Defense Com- 
munity were ratified, Moscow shifted gears and intensi- 
fied its campaign. what appears immuniza- 
tion drive against the “ideological contamination” which 
might result from West European federation, the Com- 
munists have issued barrage propaganda designed 
raise even greater fears among their own subjects about 
resurgent Germany. Significantly, the Kremlin has chosen 
Czechoslovakia its chief target area for anti-federation 
propaganda. Two factors have probably influenced this 
choice: Czechoslovakia has had long history serious 
conflicts with Germany (as has Poland) and most ex- 
posed German pressure; and secondly, Czechoslovakia 
has had old tradition native federalist thought. 


Federalist Tradition 


This tradition can traced far back the Middle 
Ages when Prague became the capital the Holy Roman 
Empire under Emperor Charles IV, King Bohemia. 
Charles University, founded 1348, was the meeting 
place the contemporary scientific world. the 15th 
Century, the Czech Hussite-elected King, George Podie- 
brad, attempted form League Christian princes 
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Europe, and his ambassador, Albrecht Kostka Postu- 
pice, negotiated with France, Poland, Hungary, Venice, 
Bavaria, Burgundy and other states for this purpose. 
the 17th Century, when the Treaty Westphalia was be- 
ing drafted, Comenius, celebrated Czech exile, suggested 
program create conditions for lasting peace unifica- 
tion Protestant Churches and standards, 
1848, the Czech historian and leader, Frantisek Palacky, 
formulated his Manifesto European nations effort 
transform the Austrian Empire into federation free 
states. 


Masaryk and Federation 


The advocate federalism who undoubtedly exercises 
the most influence his countrymen today Thomas 
Garrigue Masaryk, founder the Czechoslovak Republic. 
His stature spiritual leader and symbol the nation’s 
democratic past great that came under severe 
Communist attack even before the present anti-federation 
campaign started. (See July 1953 issue, pp. 9-12.) Like 
Palacky, Masaryk did not want destroy the Austro- 
Hungarian State, but finally came the conclusion, 
along with Woodrow Wilson, that because the Haps- 
burg’s shortsighted policy would impossible trans- 
form the Empire into democratic federation. However, 
federation remained his goal. his first message the 
liberated nation 1918, said: “The negative task 
the war fulfilled the crumbling German and 
Austro-Hungarian imperialism. The positive task 
organize first Eastern Europe, then the rest Europe, and 
finally humanity.” 

Masaryk adhered this attitude throughout his life. 
study the Problems Small Nations the European 
Crisis, wrote: “Mankind strives for unity world 
federation, not world power, consensus gentium, not slavery 
nations and races; the organization, not the conquest 
Europe.” the same book Masaryk dealt with the 
problem sovereignty: “The former sovereignty abso- 
lute states passing away growing inter-statism and 
internationalism; that sovereignty was, large extent, 
conditioned isolation. Contemporary political alliances 
are manifest weakening former Masa- 
tyk always emphasized that democracy and freedom were 
indispensable pre-conditions for federation. his book 
Bohemia and the European Crisis, said: 


real federation nations will accomplished 
only when nations are free unite their own accord. 
The development Europe points that end. The 
program the Allies corresponds fully this develop- 
ment. Should there federation small states, 
will federation freely entered upon, out the 
real needs nations, not out dynastic and imperial- 
istic moves. Federation without freedom impossible.” 


Federalism thus part Masaryk’s legacy his people, 
and against the background Czechoslovak history 
and philosophical thought that the present Communist 
anti-federation campaign can best understood. major 
Communist fear that West European Federation would 
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enthusiastically received the people now held cap- 
tive behind the Iron Curtain. Using the West German 
elections and the anniversary the Munich Pact the 
basis for propaganda against federation, the Communists 
have tried counteract the danger such reaction. 


Germany and Federation 


The general lines this campaign are relatively clear: 
offset the effects Western integration efforts and the 
federation plans Czechoslovak exiles for future free 
Central and Eastern Europe, the Communists are now 
exalting “national the greatest gift 
guaranteed the Kremlin all its captive nations. 
the same time, the US, the Western Radio, and the Czecho- 
slovak political emigration are branded not only Nazi 
revivalists, but also the destroyers national independ- 
ence. 

Typical the “national sovereignty” propaganda was 
editorial the September issue Trud (Moscow) 
entitled Cosmopolitan Ravings the Dollar Lackeys. The 
editorial was denunciation British historian Arnold 
Toynbee who, recent series articles, tried prove 
that the principle national sovereignty becoming ob- 
solete and that nations will have abrogate part their 
sovereignty, and join supra-national world organization. 

The Prague Communists adopted the same Machiavel- 
lian pose September broadcast dealing with the 
Rome discussions draft treaty for European Political 
Community: “It the United States,” the commentator 
declared, chiefly interested such forcible uni- 
fication Western Europe, hoped that this will 
make the domination Western Europe easier.” 

for the problem Germany itself, August 
Radio Prague praised the Soviet note German peace 
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conference “reliable directive for the settlement 
the German question and for safeguarding peace.” The 
commentator then attacked the General Agreement with 
West Germany and the European Defense Community 
“means re-establishing the Nazi Wehrmacht.” Similar 
propaganda has been issued all the Satellites. What 
distinguishes current Czechoslovak propaganda the great 
number invectives against Radio Free Europe and 
Czechoslovak exiles connection with the German and 
federation questions. For instance, September Radio 
Prague broadcast the following anticipation the 15th 
anniversary the Munich Pact: 


“The forces responsible for this betrayal are again 
evidence West Germany. These revenge-mongering 
forces are resuscitating the ideas which guided Hitler 
when attacked nation after nation Europe. 
aggressive plans are merely being dressed new 
disguise. With the powerful support 
propaganda, these nations Europe, and especially 
neighbors, are now being offered these ideas 
under the cloak some sort Central European Fed- 
eration. substance, this Central European Federation 
amounts new Munich.... 

“In order that such federation set up, the sover- 
eignty the various Central European states must 
abrogated and the countries concerned merged fed- 
eral state, according Radio Free Europe, the Voice 
America and other poisonous voices. 

attitude was recently expressed] Ferdinand 
Peroutka, spokesman Radio Free Europe. openly 
admitted what the other traitors exile had hitherto 
been loath admit—namely, that the emigre traitors 
are now collaborating with Adenauer, Hitler’s successor 
West Germany, and the former Nazi generals, 
just they collaborated with Hitler himself prior the 
Second World 


Again, September 20, Radio Prague harped the 
emigration’s alleged support Nazism. Denouncing the 
approval given Adenauer’s victory the 
Peroutkas, Lettrichs and thé commentator de- 
clared: “Hubert Ripka propagates the so-called Central 
European Federation which revived Nazi Germany 
would, course, play the leading part.” And Septem- 
ber 30, Rude Pravo wrote: “Under the protective wings 
aggressive circles, the treacherous emigres are em- 
bracing the Nazi throatcutters and doing their best 
prepare new Munich and bring their country 
under new protectorate.” Rude Pravo also saw fit 
point out that these “exiles regard the national independ- 
ence and sovereignty Czechoslovakia unpleasant 
relic which they shall not acknowledge the future.” 


One more illustration will sufficient demonstrate 
the tenor this propaganda. the eve the anniver- 
sary the Munich Pact, Radio Prague broadcast talk 
called “Munich and the Neo-Munich People.” Emphasiz- 
ing that the creation Central European Federation 
was not “newly developed propaganda theme,” the com- 
mentator stressed that the “Czechoslovak bourgeoisie” had 
entered into negotiations for Danubian Federation 


the mid-thirties: “At that time, they did not dare openly 
cooperate with Hitler-Fascism, and they therefore tried 
unite all Central European states some kind fed. 
eration and ask for German protection later 

The commentator then pointed out that the “propa. 
gators such federation are plotting against national 
freedom and alleged isolation which, they say—is the 
source evil. short, they want deprive our coun- 
tries their independence and free development, and 
return them the yoke capitalism. This was 
cently stated quite frankly Professor Macek, the 
known reformist [Social Democrat] over Radio Free 
Europe.” 

The importance attached the plans the political 
emigration for the future integration Central Europe 
are also manifested the fact that Radio Prague recently 
broadcast attack pro-federation information distrib- 
uted Polish and Czechoslovak exiles New York. More- 
over, Lidova Demokracie (Prague), organ the puppet 
Czechoslovak People’s Party, carried October edi- 
torial entitled “The People Have Learned Know Them,” 
which attacked both the concepts liberation and federa- 
tion, well Radio Free Europe and various leading 
Czechoslovak emigres. And these are but few examples 
spate press and radio attacks. 


Headline paper scroll: EDC Treaty 


Inscriptions soldiers’ metal shields: European Army and 
Wehrmacht 


Caption: Now make your choice. 


“Unless the French accede the plan for European Defense 
Community, shall have other reasonable choice than take 
new measures that German Army can join the Allies means 
the North Atlantic Treaty Churchill. 


Dikobraz (Prague), November 1953 
Congress the German Problem 


The anti-federation propaganda closely coordinated 
with propaganda German unification, Soviet style. 
October 11, Congress for the Peaceful Solution the 
German Problem was convened Prague and attended 
5,000 delegates. The Congress attempted play 
Western differences and prove that the “existence 
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German state alongside Soviet state would undoubtedly 
exclude the possibilities new war.” 

Main speaker the Congress, Prime Minister Viliam 
Siroky, sharply attacked policy West Germany and 
discussed European integration: “The whole Western 
propaganda machine,” said, “is working spread the 
poison cosmopolitanism and suppress national pride 
and the longing for national freedom and independence 
among the nations Western Europe. The EDC nothing 
but plan for the restoration the German 
plans for so-called West European unity are arousing 
fear, particularly France.” 

The following day, October 12, President Zapotocky de- 
livered similar address member delegation from 
the Congress Prague’s Hradcany Castle. “The demo- 
cratic and peace-loving forces among the German people,” 
stressed, supported all available means 
their difficult struggle. Public opinion must mobilized 
the struggle against .attacks the sovereign rights 
nations, against aggressive pacts and all aggressive forces 
trying destroy peace-loving peoples.” 


What Effect? 


The latest the long list Prague’s anti-federation 
pronouncements was response Carnegie Hall cele- 
bration October honor the 35th anniversary 
the Czechoslovak Republic. Special Assistant Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, Charles Jackson, delivered speech 
which said: “All Europe—old friends and old foes 
—must think European, must think itself great, and 
rich, and dynamic, and important part the world—a 
part the world whose human and material and cultural 
resources, properly meshed, can bring the whole area 
security and well-being and individual freedom beyond 


anything has ever known.” Jackson also voiced the con- 


viction that within the scope federation “many in- 
soluble problems can solved, and within there ample 
room for all the healthier aspects national sovereignty.” 


The Prague government apparently felt obliged regis- 
ter protest. early November the Communist 
radio attacked the “US attitude towards Czechoslovakia 
expressed special adviser President Eisenhower 
the hope that all Central European states become mem- 
bers unified Europe.” The Communist commentator 
compared Jackson’s statement with statement Walde- 


Caption: Eisenhower: “That plan yours accepted, except that 

from now shall call European federation. 

Kneeling figures have likenesses Czechoslovak emigre leaders. 
Prace (Prague), October 


mar Kraft, allegedly former member and now 
member Adenauer’s Cabinet. Kraft was quoted say- 
ing that “countries the People’s Democracy must become 
part unified Europe.” The Radio Prague announcer 
concluded: “Although the peoples Europe will thwart 
attempts revive European order, this concord 
between Eisenhower’s adviser and the Fascist Kraft very 
instructive. Both say and want the same thing.” 

All these attacks reveal that the Czechoslovak govern- 
ment feels itself threatened European federation plans, 
and that the Czechoslovak people’s support federalist 
plans for their nation constitutes potential danger 
Communist power. The regime’s purpose the barrage 
invective directed against federation probably intended 
discredit the idea maligning the past histories and 
present motives the United States, Radio Free Europe 
and the Czechoslovak emigration, but the continuing em- 
phasis may just the reverse. The Communists may very 
well arousing still greater interest federalist projects 
instead. The desires European peoples for political sta- 
bility, economic security and peace has manifested itself 
interest European federation that even Commu- 
nist verbal barrage will have difficulty countering, much 
less destroying. 


How They See 


the past, American millionaires used import Loire and Rhenish 


castles, reassembling them under the sad sky the United States. Today, replica 
Braune Haus being erected the White House, and five concentration camps 
are ready and prepared swallow everybody noble: Avon Park, Florida; Reno, 
Oklahoma; Wickenburg and Florence, Arizona; and Tule Lake, California. the 
beginning, 100,000 prisoners can put into them. President Eisenhower proudly 
wears the old uniform Hindenburg, and the next highest national figure, Senator 
McCarthy, has already begun repair bloody brown rag 


(Warsaw), August, 1953 


efense 
means 
nated 
the 


Current Developments 


HROUGHOUT the captive area the drive for politi- 

cal and economic consolidation which began early last 

July has proceeded schedule. the Novem- 
ber Polish Premier Boleslaw Bieurut, hitherto unique his 
apparent immunity, had officially toed the new Malenkov 
line—though without the accompanying spate self-criti- 
cism displayed turn each his Central European col- 
leagues. Despite this modified revision investment poli- 
cies, there were anti-kulak tirades against peasants who 
were “slow crop deliveries” “spread the rumor that 
delivery quotas were decreased.” Nor has the Bierut 
regime relaxed its pressure the Catholic Church. 

recent weeks Romania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
Albania have all passed decrees concerning one aspect 
another the New Course: increasing livestock produc- 
tion; distributing State Reserve lands; giving financial aid 
farmers; improving conditions the mining industry; 
and aiding flooded and draught areas. 


Poland 


The Central Committee the Polish Communist Party 
held its ninth plenary session Warsaw October 
29-30. Prime Minister Boleslaw Bierut delivered report 
entitled “The Tasks the Party the Struggle for 
Speedy Increase the Standard Living the Working 
Masses the Present Stage Socialist Construction.” 
The report, which effect was revision Polish eco- 
nomic policy along the new conciliatory lines, was adopted 
the basis for future Party work. The meeting also 
adopted resolution stating that the Second Congress 


the United Polish Workers’ Party will held January 
16, 1954. 

The agenda the Second Congress includes the follow- 
ing: Central Committee report, changes Party stat- 
utes, elections Party officials and discussion the new 
economic program. The Congress will undoubtedly em- 
phasize the problem agriculture and certain changes 
will probably take place Party structure and top per- 
sonnel, accordance with changes made the 19th 
Moscow Party Congress. 


Resistance 

connection with autumn food deliveries the State, 
the Polish regime waged campaign urging peasants 
deliver their corn and potato quotas the earliest possible 
moment. Employing its usual tactics, the Communist press 
printed enthusiastic reports the progress made cer- 
tain rural districts and lashed out areas lagging behind 
schedule. make their campaign even more effective, 
village press correspondents published the names so- 
called good and bad citizens, and denounced the latter 
kulaks. Despite the optimistic tone some reports, most 
information the progress deliveries revealed that 
peasants all over the country were resisting State com- 
mands. September 16, the weekly Trybuna Wolnosci 
(Warsaw) emphatically stated that kulak resistance could 
not ignored. listing kulak activities, the newspaper 
complained that rich farmers try get peasants drunk 
order dissuade them from delivering their quotas. Fur- 
thermore, kulaks “rely the support small and middle 
peasants and deliver poor quality goods the State.” For 
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instance Wabrzezno District, “kulaks had intentionally 
wet the corn, knowing very well that wet corn not 
accepted delivery centers.” Miechow, “kulaks had 
purposely delivered musty and dirty corn order soil 
the corn already stored the [State] warehouse.” 

Zycie Warszawy made public other difficulties. Oc- 
tober the newspaper reported that some areas peasants 
had spread rumors that quotas were decreased. 
Therefore many peasants decided wait and failed 
make their deliveries time. “These kulak rumors were 
listened eagerly, even members the commune na- 
tional councils.” Zycie Warszawy then complained about 
commune chairmen who make fiery speeches meetings 
urging peasants fulfill their duties, and then change 
their tune afterwards. One chairman allegedly said: 
“These deliveries shouldn’t rushed, you know. What? 
said something quite different the meeting? well, 
one has say such things because delegate from the 
district office was present. But clever and don’t take 

effort persuade Communists lead the de- 
livery campaign and set good example for others, the 
newspapers cited third case which commune official 
had overfulfilled his quota and had delivered 120 percent. 
However, there are few Party activists the rural areas 
and unlikely that peasants will deliver more than they 
are obliged that the whole quota will fulfilled. 


The Church 


Since the arrest Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski Sep- 
tember, the Polish Communist Government has taken new 
steps destroy the present Catholic hierarchy. According 
recent information the acting Bishop Olsztyn, Msgr. 
Wojciech Zink, was arrested October and sentenced 
twelve years prison. Msgr. Zink was elected the 
post vicar capitular January 1951, after the regime’s 
removal all apostolic administrators the Western 
Territories. has been replaced Rev. Stefan Biskup- 
ski, formerly professor Warsaw University. 

Although official charges against Msgr. Zink have 
been made public, clear that has not been 
regime favor for some time. This was revealed the 
Polish Bishops’ May protest President Bierut about the 
Government’s anti-Catholic activity. (See November 1953 
issue, pp. 14-16.) The document, which was suppressed 
the regime and which reached the West only the 
end September through unofficial channels, denounced 
the regime’s anti-Church policy the Western Terri- 
tories. With respect Msgr. Zink, the document said: 


“It difficult describe what, for instance, the Rev. 
Zink had suffer the hands the administration 
Olsztyn he, native the land and man who 
all his life had been looking toward Poland. [This treat- 
ment] could have turned the greatest friend into 
enemy, although did not break that courageous son 
Warmia province.” 


The arrest Msgr. Zink leaves doubt that the Gov- 


ernment will continue remove present members the 
Catholic hierarchy and install pro-regime clergy, despite 
its September promise make every effort normal- 
ize relations between the Catholic Church and the State. 

The arrest Msgr. Zink has been described several 
letters from Poland. One letter, addressed West Ger- 
many, declared: “At eleven o’clock night about thirty 
men surrounded the Bishop’s house, and since the door 
was locked three them climbed through upstairs 
window from the balcony. After they had arrested him, 
they searched the entire house and even tore off the wall- 
paper because had been accused having secret 
radio transmitter.” 

Another letter from Butryny near Olsztyn confirms this 
information: “The Bishop Olsztyn has been arrested. 
Fifty plainclothes men conducted house raid during the 
night and got through upstairs window which they 
reached ladder. The Bishop was handcuffed and 
taken away car.” 


Second Protest 


New information throwing light Cardinal Wyszynski’s 
arrest and the Church-State conflict has recently been 
made public through unofficial channels. According 
reliable reports, the Polish Episcopate issued second pro- 
test the government several days before the Cardinal’s 
arrest. This protest, which was much shorter than the 
document submitted the government May dealt 
with the accusations made against the Episcopate the 
September trial Bishop Kaczmarek Kielce. (See 
October 1953 issue, 12). The Bishop and four other 
defendants were accused conducting anti-Communist 
espionage for the and the Vatican with the support 
the Polish Episcopate. announcing the Cardinal’s 
arrest short time after the trial, the regime declared that 
had violated the 1950 Church-State Agreement fail- 
ing denounce Bishop Kaczmarek. 

The September protest denies the charges made the 
prosecution the Kaczmarek trial. begins stating 
that allegations that the Apostolic See, the Holy Father 
and the Vatican issued political directives the Polish 
Episcopate “do not correspond with the truth.” 


“His Eminence, the Late Cardinal Primate Hlond, and 
also the late Cardinal Sapieha never transmitted Po- 
lish Bishops any Vatican instruction concerning 
either the internal foreign affairs Poland. Nor has 
the present Chairman the Bishops’ Conference ever 
done so.” 


The protest also states that the prosecutor’s assertion 
that the Polish Bishops’ Conference has political char- 
acter “tendentious, malicious and untrue.” 


“The attempt made the court proceedings and 
the prosecution range the Episcopate the side 
Poland’s enemies wrong the most unwarranted 
kind. The Episcopate has made and continues make 
effort establish modus vivendi between the 
Church and People’s Poland. The defense the 
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Church’s right not ‘the blind, arrogant pride 
unprovoked conspiracy against the State and the people,’ 
the prosecutor claimed his address, but the highest 
and most sacred obligation the Episcopate.” 


The protest then defends the Church’s work the 
Western Territories and the reputation Cardinal Hlond: 
“We let the Council Ministers judge the prosecution’s 
attempt cast aspersions the patriotism the 
late Cardinal Hlond, man who throughout his entire 
life was the symbol Poland and who represented 
model love for his Fatherland.” 

the light this protest, the Polish Episcopate’s offi- 
cial statement following Cardinal Wyszynski’s arrest takes 
added meaning. Under regime pressure the Bishops 
issued the following declaration the Kaczmarek trial: 
“The sad facts which were revealed the trial Bishop 
Kaczmarek Kielce must roundly condemned.” 
sufficient note that the Bishops did not specify which 
facts they considered deplorable. 


New Catholic Organization 


Another step the regime’s anti-Catholic campaign was 
the formation new organization “patriotic priests 
and laymen” October 15. called the “Com- 
mittee Church and Secular Catholic Activists affiliated 
the All-National Committee the National Front,” 
and headed the well-known collaborator Rev. 
Jan Czuj. The Committee’s Central Commission War- 
saw composed members—60 priests and lay- 
men. Provincial Committees consist about 11-19 mem- 
bers and each case are headed priest. The current 
task these committees organize public meetings 
which address will given the subject “The 
Current Tasks Catholics Connection with the Episco- 
pate’s September Declaration.” This declaration, which 
was issued under regime pressure, stated that the Episco- 
pate would its best cooperate with the regime and 
“prevent distortions the and intentions 
the 1950 Agreement.” 

According other information regarding recent devel- 
opments the Polish Catholic Church, Bishop Antoni 
Pawlowski has become Ordinary the Wloclawek Dio- 
cese. Bishop Pawlowski the successor the late Bishop 
Karol Radonski who died March 20, 1951. The nomi- 
nation Bishop Pawlowski his successor was announced 
May 1951, but did not take over this post until 
October 25, 1953. probable that the regime had re- 
fused permit him take this office and then changed 
its mind last month effort demonstrate its “friend- 
ly” attitude towards the Catholic Church. 


Polish Army Day 


October 12, the Polish Government celebrated the 
tenth anniversary the Army commemoration the 
Battle Lenino—a small Byelorussian village where, ten 
years ago, Polish division organized the USSR fought 
its first battle alongside the Red Army. usual, the 
occasion was dedicated propaganda proclaiming the 


“invincibility the Red Army, the unity Poles and 
Russians, and the Soviet liberation Poland.” 
previous anniversaries, attacks were directed against the 
West, and the military strength the Soviet-camp was 
given special emphasis. 

The main speaker the ceremony October 
the Warsaw Opera House was Chief the Army’s Po- 
litical Education Board, Brig. Gen. Kazimierz Witaszewski, 
who stressed Poland’s gratitude the USSR. “Poland,” 
said, “owes her liberation and her opportunity build 
new country the Soviet Union, its invincible Army, 
and the great friend our nation, Stalin.” The same 
sentiments were echoed last year General Korczyc, and 
were parroted speakers other parts the country. 

Grunwald, Politburo member Franciszek Jozwiak- 
Witold unveiled memorial plaque October 11. Fit- 
ting history Soviet requirements, Jozwiak-Witold de- 
clared that the Battle Grunwald 1410 was symbol 
Polish-Russian solidarity” and example the East’s 


might: 


“The united Slavic troops, Polish, Ruthenian, Lithu- 
anian and Czech had dealt deadly blow the Teutonic 
lords. The myth Western feudal military art had been 
broken—the fame the Slavic people’s military prowess 
commenced. Grunwald was not only symbol 
the victory over the Knights the Cross, but also 
symbol solidarity between Poles and Russians the 
struggle against the common enemy.” 


Jozwiak-Witold then threatened the “Neo-Nazi Knights 


the Cross,” and denounced Dulles, Adenauer, West Ger- 


man Cardinals and the Vatican. 

Vice-Minister National Defense Gen. Stanislaw Pop- 
lawski wrote special article for the occasion Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), October 12. claimed that the Polish 
Army was more powerful than ever before due the 
friendship and aid the Soviet Army: 


“Our nation’s enemies must reckon with the fact that 
have the support all the countries peace and 
Socialism. Poland has ceased poor, defense- 
less and helpless country. Our Army stronger than 
has ever been. Our powerful modern industry con- 
stitutes the economic base for steady supply our 
Armed Forces. The Armed Forces People’s Poland 
have existed for ten years. During that time they have 


acquired strength and power never before equalled 
our history.” 


Although this year’s celebrations were almost exact 
duplication last year’s, there were two slight differences 
emphasis. This year, the military power the Polish 
Armed Forces was given greater stress, while less propa- 
ganda was devoted praising Stalin. Malenkov was 
never mentioned all. 


October 15, several days after the Army Day cele- 
brations, Soviet warships visited Gdynia harbor—the 
cruiser Czkalov and four destroyers under the command 
Rear Admiral Georgi Siemionovitch Abaschvili. The 
purpose the visit, reported Trybuna Ludu (War- 
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saw), October 16, was “to demonstrate the friendship and 
the Polish and Soviet navies the service 
peace.” Soviet sailors were received not only Gdynia, 
but also Gdansk, Sopoty and Warsaw. summing 
the visit October 19, Trybuna Ludu wrote: “The 
Soviet sailors have left with deep conviction the pro- 
found, sincere feeling our nation has for the people the 
Soviet Union.” 

This was the first visit Soviet ships Poland since 
the end the war and quite likely that was made 
for more than propaganda purposes. Probably the Soviet 
Navy wanted become acquainted with the Polish sea- 
coast and harbors which are strategic importance. 
noteworthy that none the reports the celebrations 
mentioned the Chief the Polish Navy, Admiral Czero- 


kov, name. Some sources say that this because 
Russian, while others suggest that may have been 
liquidated. 


Romania 


recent weeks the Romanian government has intro- 
duced new personnel changes. November following 
the removal Gheorghe Vidrascu, Carol Loncear, Du- 
mitru Diaconescu and Pascu Stefanescu (See November 
1953, 10), three other Cabinet members were dis- 
missed: Minister Agriculture Constantin Prisnea, Min- 


ister Forestry Constantin Popescu and Minister State 


Farms Ion Vidrascu. The three ministries were merged 


into Ministry Agriculture and entrusted 
Gheorghe Apostol, second Vice President the Council 


Ministers and Secretary the Central Committee 
the Romanian Workers’ Party. Constantin Topor was ap- 
pointed assistant Minister. 

Another change was made public October 24. 
The government announced that the Ministry Public 
Education, headed Ion Nistor, would merged with 
the Ministry Higher Education and the General Board 
Labor Reserves. The head the new combined Min- 
istry, which called the Ministry Education, Ilie 
Murgulescu, former Minister Higher Education. 

addition these changes, the government has merged 
five committees under the Presidency the Council 
Ministers into new Ministry Culture. These Com- 
mittees and their former chiefs are: 


The Committee Arts—Nicolae Popescu-Doreanu. 

The Radio Committee—Mihail Rosianu. 

The Cinematography Committee—Nicolae Bellu. 

Committee for Cultural Institutions—Constantin Nistor 
(now Ambassador Warsaw). 

The Department Publications, Printing and Book and 
Newspaper Circulation—Jacques Podoleanu. 


The new Minister Culture Mrs. Constanta Cracium, 
president the Union Romanian Democratic Women. 
Still another change the transfer General Major 
Pavel Stefan, former Minister for Home Affairs, the 
post Assistant Minister the Armed Forces. 

significant factor these changes that newly 


created posts are being entrusted members the “old 
guard” who, until now, have enjoyed only the honorary 
privileges attached the title Vice-Premier. The indi- 
viduals removed from the limelight were less well-known 
and had occupied minor Party posts. appears that 
present Bucharest feels the need have governmental re- 
sponsibilities shouldered the more experienced Party 
members. 


Agricultural Concessions 


October 18, the Presidium the Grand National 
Assembly issued decree authorizing the Council Min- 
isters distribute small and scattered pieces State- 
owned land, totalling 448,000 hectares, communes, kolk- 
hozes and such individual farmers possess only small 
piece land and have many dependents. The 
provisions the decree were follows: 


State Reserve lands will transferred communes 
with the object creating, enlarging, communal mead- 
ows and stock farms, the condition that the transferred 
land will sown with fodder crops. Those lands that re- 
main after the distribution communal meadows will 
transferred economically weak kolkhozes and agricul- 
tural associations seasonal form collective grouping) 
provided they are able cultivate the land involved. 


State Reserve land may distributed those peas- 
ants who are members agricultural associations and 
individual farmers this priority, provided that the total 
land owned the peasants does not exceed five hectares. 


The Ministry Agriculture, the Ministry Food In- 
dustry, and the executive committees the Bucharest Peo- 
ple’s Council are directed examine the situation State 
farms, vineyards, and meadows the Bucharest area and 
submit December 1953, proposals concerning ad- 
ministrative measures and cultivation methods necessary 
supply the population the capital with increased poultry, 
milk, eggs, vegetables, grapes, and fruit. 


Land which has been distributed the basis this 
decree transferred gratuitously and free from all 
obligations the beneficiaries (entities 


Cattle Contractors 
October Scanteia (Bucharest) published “de- 


cree the Council Ministers the Romanian People’s 
Republic and the Central Committee the Romanian 
Workers Party regarding the improvement and develop- 
ment the contract and purchase systems for animals and 
animal products, having view the supply the popu- 
lation with food products, industry with raw material, 
and the encouragement animal husbandry.” According 
Scanteia, this decree was designed increase the pro- 
duction the “animal sector” that the meat requirements 
the population and the food industry will fully satis- 
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fied two three years. Following are the principal 
provisions the decree: 


order stimulate the contractual rearing and 
fattening animals (voluntary deliveries supplementary 
prescribed quotas), producers are receive the follow- 
ing advance payments when contracts are signed: for 
young calves, yearling calves, sheep, and pigs—the full 
value the animal, calculated the purchase price, 
accordance with the weight and quality; for adult bovines 
—80 percent the value, calculated the same way 
calves, with the balance percent paid taking 
over the animal; for lambs—the value the animal, 
calculated the purchase price, the basis average 
weight six kilograms; for fowl—the full value, cal- 
culated the purchase price, accordance with the 
specie, plus additional percent upon delivery the 
bird. 


Producers will paid progressive prices delivery 
per kilogram live weight, according the quality and 
the increase weight obtained for the fattening animals 
for which contracts have been made. 


Contractors are receive the right deduct cer- 
tain quantity from their compulsory delivery quotas for 
meat. Following are the allowable deductions for every 
100 kilograms meat the hoof delivered under con- 
tract: pork and young calf meat—20 kilograms; yearling 
calf meat—10 kilograms; bovine, sheep, lamb meat—7 
kilograms; poultry—25 kilograms. 


Contractor producers will granted the privilege 
purchasing industrial products reduced prices, and 
addition will able make priority purchases residue 
byproducts needed for animal fattening, from sugar and 
alcohol refineries, breweries, starch factories and dairies. 
They will also supplied with the required quantities 
supplementary corn and bran. 


Contract producers will receive price increase 
percent the value the animal, delivered during 
the second quarter the year. addition grain delivery 
quotas for corn are reduced from 200 kilograms, 
according the type and the weight the animal deliv- 
ered. Milk quotas will reduced for those contractors who 
have undertaken the raising fattened calfs. Producers 
who make contracts for the fattening draft cattle will 
not included the timber transportation plan 
other transportation obligations for these cattle. 


Kolkhozes and agricultural associations which enter 
into contractual agreements for the rearing animals and 
poultry are receive breeding animals from the State 
farms cost prices. They will also granted increases 
the contract price: percent the case kolkhozes, 
five percent for agricultural associations. Additional 
bonuses will granted kolkhozes (30 percent) and 
associations (15 percent), the prescribed 


weight attained days ahead the time limit set under 
the contract. Kolkhozes that sell fattened livestock the 
State under contract will entitled purchase lorries and 
motorcycles official prices with stipulated percentage 
the proceeds received. 


The Ministry Food Industry and the Central Union 
Supply and Sales Cooperatives are authorized 
clude, through the units under their jurisdiction, contracts 
for the purchase milk with kolkhozes, agricultural asso- 
ciations, and individual farmers. Producers who make such 
contracts are entitled the following privileges: They will 
able acquire, cost price, 600 grams bran for every 
liter contracted milk; receive percent bonus over 
and above the contracted milk sale prices; draw advance 
payments percent the value the deliverable 
milk quantity. addition, milk contractors will granted 
the same purchase privileges for residue byproducts and 
industrial products provided for meat contractors, 


The State will pay the following prices for milk with 
3.4 percent fat content: from May October 31—1 lei 
per liter; from November April 30—1.20 lei per liter. 
These prices will increased percent milk pur- 
chased within the supply zone the city Bucharest. 


The contract price for wool will the regular pur- 
chase price, plus percent for Merino and Spanca wool 
and plus percent for Tsigaie and Tsurcana wool. Wool 
contractors will receive advance payments per- 
cent the contracted value. They will also entitled 
purchase certain quantities bran cost prices for de- 
liveries wool, according the type and quantity de- 
livered. Contract prices will increased percent the 
quota pledged oversubscribed percent, and 100 
percent the quota oversubscribed percent. Wool 
contractors will also receive special purchase privileges for 
industrial products and residue byproducts. 


Ends and Means 


These two decrees are primarily designed increase 
agricultural and livestock production. The October de- 
cree directed distributing the State Reserve lands, 
which are for the most part lands such low fertility that 
the regime has hitherto been unable distribute them for 
cultivation purposes. 

The decree announced October calculated 
encourage the production livestock and animal products 
under the contract system. Since the quantity livestock 
received the State under the compulsory quota system 
has declined steadily the Government figures that, ex- 
panding benefits granted under the contract purchase sys- 
tem, peasants will encouraged increase production 
and deliveries. 

Neither decree signifies change the regime’s ultimate 
goal agricultural collectivization. Although some con- 
cessions are being granted individual farmers and agri- 
cultural associations, these new decrees indicate that the 
kolkhoz still remain the biggest beneficiary. 
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Czechoslovakia 


October 28, 1953, the Czechoslovak Ministers 
Finance and Agriculture jointly issued decree designed 
give additional financial help agricultural cooper- 
atives and individual farmers. According the October 
Rude Pravo (Prague), the cooperatives will benefit 
from the following provisions the decree: 


Interest rates investment loans are reduced 
from three one and half percent. addition, five 
percent the debt outstanding may deducted annually 

(up maximum percent) for all loans taken out 
before June 1953. 


moratorium from one eight years debt 
time being granted varying according the type loan 
and the situation the cooperative. 


Direct grants are made for cooperatives for the 
following: the building cattle barns; the ploughing un- 
boundaries between fields; the building roads; 
and the carrying out conservation projects. 


Private farmers benefit from the decree the extent 
that credit may granted them, recommended 
the Local National Committee, for the following purposes: 
(a) cover operational costs (fertilizer, seeds, MTS bills, 


terest rate; (b) carry out soil conservation projects, the 
purchase bulls for breeding, the repair and alteration 
buildings, four percent interest rate for three 
five years. 

| 


This new decree another step the implementation 
the Government’s new agricultural program. While the 
regime hopes that its program will “increase the yield per 
hectare and improve animal production,” worth noting 
that the above decrees favor members cooperatives over 
the individual farmer. 


Hungary 


speech before the workers the Tube mills 
September 12, 1953, Deputy Prime Minister Erno Gero 
stressed that the Government doing its best assure 
the supplies fuel necessary for the winter season. How- 
ever, warned, perfect solution will not possible, 
since during the first half 1953 the coal mines produced 
too much poor quality coal. added that the import 
from the “People’s Democracies” was also en- 
countering difficulties. 

How the Government attempting increase produc- 

tion? During recent months, the regime has adopted 
benevolent attitude toward the miners. One the prin- 
cipal planks the program was the abolition fines, 
which were levied the miner for absences other 
“abuses.” The Hungarian Home Service announced 


Caption: Although don’t want lamps like these, 
like have more and better lamps the mines. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), September 1953 


its October broadcast: its last meeting the Coun- 
cil Ministers issued decrees improvement the food 
supply, social conditions, and working conditions coal 
miners. The Council instructed the Minister Heavy 
Industry and, through him, the directors coal mining 
trusts and enterprises, pay more attention than previ- 
ously the improvement the living and working condi- 
tions the coal This new decree stipulated the 
following: 

Miners and apprentices mining schools, who get 
their meals canteens, will have their bacon quotas in- 
creased 1.5 kilos per person, and their meat allocation 
increased percent. 

The Council instructed the Minister Foreign and 
Internal Trade insure the best possible supply food 
given the miners through their canteens. 

The Minister Posts and Communications was in- 
structed put additional buses into service for the 
miners within two weeks, order improve transport 
facilities. 

The Ministers Heavy Industry and Building were 
instructed see that the construction houses and 
community buildings, stipulated for the miners under the 
1953 plan for the mining industry, completed the 
end the year. 

Town and village councils are required give coal 
miners priority the allocation vacated dwellings. 


Vaguely worded the above program is, any concrete 
improvements the living facilities the miners will 
step the right direction. obvious that the regime 
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trying woo the miner using much the same “courtship 
techniques” currently being used the farmer. The suc- 
cess its five-point program will depend, first, how 
thoroughly carried out and, secondly, whether 
not working conditions the mines themselves are 
substantially improved. 


Albania 


During October, the Albanian Council 
issued two decrees aimed alleviating the lot the Al- 
banian peasant. The first, decreed October was 
designed aid the plight the peasants the Zadrime 
area, the Shkoder (Scutari) District, located northern 
Albania. reported over the Albanian Home Service, the 
announcement stated that the villages this area “had 
suffered great damage the last three years from floods 
and drought, and order avoid further damage 
these villages, create better agricultural conditions, and 
help the people these villages, the following has been 


irrigation and drainage system drafted 
March 15, 1954 for the Zadrime area. The Gjader 
River bed project completed June 30, 1954. 
The Zadrime irrigation construction not scheduled 
begun until 1955. the meantime, the Ministry 
Agriculture and Procurement study the possibilities 
establishing small motor pumps alongside the Drin 
River bank order irrigate the Zadrime fields 1954. 

The agricultural and livestock obligations these 
villages for 1953-1954 are cancelled. 

The land these villages has been reclassified, 
that future delivery requirements and fees will some- 
what lower. 

The Government ordered that these villages have: 
200 oxen put their disposal; the facilities two tractor 
brigades available; additional supplies agricultural im- 
plements and tools; aid for the cléaning pasturage, 
building livestock shelters and other miscellaneous eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural facilities put their disposal. 

the text the decree itself, the Communist govern- 
ment Albania praises itself for its beneficent attitude 
towards the peasants this area. does not, however, 
mention that the Albanian regime the first that has ever 
taxed the Zadrime peasants. Previous governments 
Turks, independent Albanians, and even the Fascists, had 
completely exempted the peasants this area from taxa- 
tion because their extreme poverty. 


October the Albanian Government announced 
second decree, “aimed facilitating the supply the 
people forest supplies such firewood, charcoal, and 
timber.” The principal provisions contained this law 
were follows: 


For fuel purposes peasants are permitted cut and 
collect from the State forests free charge dry fresh 
wood, and charcoal for fuel purposes, and cut forage 
for stockbreeding. These supplies may either utilized 


personally sold the market. Forest areas, subject 
exploitation for these purposes, are designated 
the Government. 


Peasants may also permitted cut wood for con. 
struction purposes, for their own personal use, for re. 
sale. The peasant, however, will required pay the 
State for the lumber utilized. District Councils will 
required permit and assist the peasants establishing 
sawmills prepare for the marketing this wood. 


Small private merchants are granted the same 
rights peasants cut and market wood. 


Reforestation should undertaken along with 


exploitation. 


Former regulations controlling the prices wood 


products are cancelled, thereby leaving free 


for wood and wood products. 


This decree another link the Albanian 


ment’s program increase the supply and variety con- 
sumer goods. fact, however, merely gives back 
the peasant right which always had enjoyed under 
previous regimes: the cutting and marketing wood. 


Bulgaria 


Bulgarian Prime Minister Vulko Chervenkov’s recent 
overtures Turkey, Greece and Yugoslavia for the estab- 
lishment friendly relations have been followed 
railroad transportation agreement between Bulgaria and 
Greece and Turkey. With the reopening the Turkish- 
Bulgarian border the summer 1953, railroad trans- 
portation through Bulgaria began once again play 
important role Turkish economy. readjustment 
tariffs and freight rates was necessary and recent weeks 
joint Greek-Turkish-Bulgarian railroad commission has 
studied the problem. 

Representatives the three State railways met 
Athens and also Sofia, and after series discussions 
final agreement was reached according which all 
three governments will have uniform tariff and freight 
rate for goods sent rail. The Turkish representative 
reported that Turkey will granted certain facilities 
Bulgaria and Greece connection with goods shipped 
Turkey from Europe. The exact clauses the agreement 
have not yet been made public but expected that the 
new freight rates will put into effect the near future. 


Following the Soviet pattern, the Bulgarian government 
recently announced its new policy concessions for the 
purpose raising the workers’ living standard and, 
October 23, made public the merger the Ministry 
Light Industry with the Department Food Industry. 
Until now the latter constituted part the Ministry for 
State Supply. According the same decree, the Depart- 
ment for State Reserves and deliveries was switched 
the Ministry State Supply. This move was probably 
for the purpose exercising greater control over the Light 
and Food Industries—and thus over consumer production. 
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Recent and Related 


From Lenin Malenkov, The History 
World Communism, Hugh Seton- 
Watson (Praeger: $6.00). authori- 
tative survey, sweeping scope, Com- 
munism world movement. The au- 
thor describes the machinery revolu- 
tionary Communism and the circum- 
stantial background the successes and 
failures the various Communist bids 
for political power the 20th century. 
traces the development autocracy 
the Soviet Union, and the relationship 
national Communist parties with the 
Moscow center. 


Russian Assignment, Leslie Stevens 
(Little, Brown: $5.75). Admiral Stevens 
was Naval Attache the American Em- 
bassy Moscow from 1947-1949, dis- 
heartening period marked the rapid 
disintegration 
tions. His personal experiences and ob- 
servations form record real literary 
and historical merit—subjective view 
just the permissible degree, objective 
its evaluations the Russian people 
and its circumspect avoidance dog- 
matic judgments and political platitude. 


The Captive Mind, Czeslaw 
translated Jane Zielonko (Knopf: 
$3.50). subtle study the psychologi- 
cal polarization intellectuals under 
the impact Communism, written 
Polish poet who served cultural at- 
tache Washington and Paris before 
his break with the Warsaw regime 
1951. shows what way the large- 
scale conversion East and Central 
European intellectuals Communism 
has more profound causes than simple 
opportunism political naivete, con- 
trasting its positive appeal ration- 
ale all history and art with its nega- 
tive actual effects ordinary life and 
artistic creation. 


Current Soviet Policies, edited Leo 
Gruliow (Praeger: $6.00). documen- 
tary record the 19th Communist Party 
Congress and the reorganization after 
Stalin’s death, based the translations 
the Current Digest the Soviet 
Press, with critical introduction the 
Digest’s editor, Leo Gruliow. 
tents include complete texts all docu- 


ments, glossary, index, transliteration 
table, Who’s Who members the 
Central Committee. 


The Terror Machine, Gregory Klimov 
(Praeger: $4.00). The “inside story” 
Soviet rule East Germany, Rus- 
sian who was head the Industrial 
Branch the Soviet Economic Admin- 
istration there for two years before his 
flight the West 1947. Klimov de- 
scribes Soviet military and political oc- 
cupation, with its concomitant economic 
exploitation, detail; and reveals the 
structure and functions its Army, 
secret police and bureaucracy. 


How Russia Ruled, Merle Fainsod 
(Harvard: $7.50). thorough informa- 
tive study the Soviet Party-State and 
its organs and instruments political 
control. 


The Jews the Soviet Satellites, 
and Sylvain (Syracuse: $6.50). 
comprehensive accounting Soviet rac- 
ist practices the Satellite states which 
gives weighty documentation the rec- 
ord anti-Semitism Soviet post-war 
imperialist policy. 


Czechoslovakia European History, 
Harrison Thomson (Princeton: $7.50). 
This revised edition contains new chap- 
ter the Czech Reformation and one 
the period 1939-1948. The chapter 
Munich has been rewritten the light 
new German documents recently made 
available. 


Soviet Documents Foreign Policy: 
Volume III, the Royal Institute In- 
ternational Affairs (Oxford: $9.00). The 
third and final volume selected Soviet 
documents foreign policy, covering 
the period 1933-1941, charts the course 
the Soviet government’s relations with 
Nazi Germany, and its developing anx- 
iety over Japanese potential the Far 
East, which, combined with its deep his- 
toric suspicion the Western powers, 
culminated the non-aggression pact 
and the conciliation Japan. Excellent 
source material and narrative 
its own right. 
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